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What experiences do women have when they come to identify themselves as lesbian? What happens when
they consider telling family and friends about their sexual identity? This book examines these questions on
the basis of interviews with individuals and other source materials. Coming out can only be understood, the
author stresses, against the backdrop of a firmly heterosexist society. The dominant heterosexual culture
tends to freeze gender divisions in such a way as to polarize sexual identities.

The author focuses more upon the isolated lesbian, rather than upon political lesbianism. Coming out is seen
to be a complex and emotional process, but one that is potentially highly rewarding. Lesbians, Markowe
shows, have to struggle with both their 'invisibility' in the predominantly heterosexual culture, but also with
perceptions of threat and abnormality. Coming out to family and heterosexual friends involves risks and
benefits. Case studies of lesbian women are discussed in the context of the threat to, and reconstruction of,
identity which the coming-out process presumes.

This book will be of interest to second year undergraduates and above working in the fields of women's
studies, social psychology and the psychology or sociology of gender.
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From reader reviews:

Gregg Spencer:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book eligible Redefining the
Self: Coming Out As Lesbian? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You know beside you can spend
your time with the favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or
you have other opinion?

Michael Hilton:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to complete others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question because
just their can do that. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Redefining the Self: Coming Out As
Lesbian to read.

Lloyd Schuler:

Here thing why this Redefining the Self: Coming Out As Lesbian are different and dependable to be yours.
First of all reading a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
yummy as food or not. Redefining the Self: Coming Out As Lesbian giving you information deeper since
different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no e-book that similar with Redefining the
Self: Coming Out As Lesbian. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the
thing that will happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of Redefining the Self: Coming Out As Lesbian in e-book can be
your substitute.

Jean Fair:

This Redefining the Self: Coming Out As Lesbian is completely new way for you who has fascination to
look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Redefining the Self:
Coming Out As Lesbian can be the light food in your case because the information inside this particular
book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there is no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking
for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your better life and also



knowledge.
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