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“A roaring getaway car of guilty pleasures” (The New York Times Book Review), Glen Weldon’s The Caped
Crusade is a fascinating, critically acclaimed chronicle of the rises and falls of one of the world’s most iconic
superheroes and the fans who love him—now with a new afterword.

Since his debut in Detective Comics #27, Batman has been many things: a two-fisted detective; a planet-
hopping gadabout; a campy Pop Art sensation; a pointy-eared master spy; and a grim ninja of the urban
night. Yet, despite these endless transformations, he remains one of our most revered cultural icons. In this
“smart, witty, and engrossing” (The Wall Street Journal) cultural critique, NPR contributor and book critic
Glen Weldon provides “a sharp, deeply knowledgeable, and often funny look at the cultural history of
Batman and his fandom” (Chicago Tribune) to discover why it is that we can’t get enough of the Dark
Knight.

For nearly a century, Batman has cycled through eras of dark melodrama and light comedy and back again.
How we perceive his character, whether he’s delivering dire threats in a raspy Christian Bale growl or
trading blithely homoerotic double entendres with Robin the Boy Wonder, speaks to who we are and how we
wish to be seen by the world. It’s this endless adaptability that has made him so lasting, and ultimately
human.

But it’s also Batman’s fundamental nerdiness that uniquely resonates with his fans and makes them fiercely
protective of him. As Weldon charts the evolution of Gotham’s Guardian from Bob Kane and Bill Finger’s
hyphenated hero to Christopher Nolan’s post-9/11 Dark Knight, he reveals how this symbol of justice has
made us who we are today and why his legacy remains so strong. The result is “possibly the most erudite and
well-researched fanboy manifesto ever” (Booklist). Well-researched, insightful, and engaging, The Caped
Crusade, with a new afterword by the author, has something for everyone: “If you’re a Bat-neophyte, this is
an accessible introduction; if you’re a dyed-in-the-Latex Bat-nerd, this is a colorfully rendered magical
history tour redolent with nostalgia” (The Washington Post).
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From reader reviews:

Tom Johnson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by simply surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to endure
than other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The
Caped Crusade: Batman and the Rise of Nerd Culture book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why,
because this book is usually more than just a book.

Jennifer Fields:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Caped Crusade:
Batman and the Rise of Nerd Culture is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.

Brandon Macdonald:

The guide with title The Caped Crusade: Batman and the Rise of Nerd Culture includes a lot of information
that you can understand it. You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This particular book exist new
know-how the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you inside new era
of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere
you want.

Delores Keener:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Caped Crusade: Batman
and the Rise of Nerd Culture can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are therefore out
of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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