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Archaeology has long since identified modern-day Swat (North-West Pakistan) with ancient Uddiyana,
known in the past as one of the most sacred lands of Buddhism. The landscape of Swat, indeed, still bears
conspicuous traces of this. The profusion and splendour of monuments, which one can still easily imagine
based on the ruins, and the luxuriant beauty of the surrounding scenery provide eloquent evidence of the
fascination this land held all over the ancient Buddhist world.

However, archaeology also reveals that in Swat, Buddhism was already on the wane before becoming
irrevocably overshadowed by Islam. Against this background, an apparent anomaly is represented by the
Buddhist rock sculptures that flourished in the country in the seventh to eighth centuries. Buddha and
bodhisattva figures started populating numerous paths leading to Buddhist sacred areas that in most cases
were already decayed if not abandoned. Due to their unusual features, poor preservation state and blurred
cultural context, these sculptures have long remained almost ignored or at least underestimated.

In fact, analytical study -- based on nearly two hundred specimens documented over the years by the Italian
Archaeological Mission in Pakistan -- reveals that the artistic value and theoretical foundations of these
sculptures are far more refined than we used to believe. Thus they partly fill a void in the history and,
moreover, start reducing the distance between the Uddiyana of the legend and the Uddiyana of real life,
where even long after the advent of Islam Tibetan pilgrims came in search of the holy homeland of
Vajrayana Buddhism and its apostles Indrabhuti and Padmasambhava.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Vest:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to know everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like looking at a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Art and Landscape: Buddhist Rock Sculptures of Late Antique
Swat/Uddiyana (Denkschriften Der Philosophisch-Historischen Klasse).

Richard Burnett:

The book Art and Landscape: Buddhist Rock Sculptures of Late Antique Swat/Uddiyana (Denkschriften Der
Philosophisch-Historischen Klasse) can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Art and Landscape: Buddhist
Rock Sculptures of Late Antique Swat/Uddiyana (Denkschriften Der Philosophisch-Historischen Klasse)?
Several of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim this book can give many information for
us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or details that you
take for that, you can give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Art and Landscape: Buddhist
Rock Sculptures of Late Antique Swat/Uddiyana (Denkschriften Der Philosophisch-Historischen Klasse) has
simple shape but you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world
by wide open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Cheryl Burnett:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent all
day long to reading a book. The book Art and Landscape: Buddhist Rock Sculptures of Late Antique
Swat/Uddiyana (Denkschriften Der Philosophisch-Historischen Klasse) it is rather good to read. There are a
lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have
enough space bringing this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from the
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high quality.

Richard Barbosa:

Beside this Art and Landscape: Buddhist Rock Sculptures of Late Antique Swat/Uddiyana (Denkschriften
Der Philosophisch-Historischen Klasse) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get closer to the
new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so



don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have Art
and Landscape: Buddhist Rock Sculptures of Late Antique Swat/Uddiyana (Denkschriften Der
Philosophisch-Historischen Klasse) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do
you often have book but you rarely get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in
your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques
you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from right now!
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