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The Murthly Hours consists of two parts: a book of hours of the end of the thirteenth century preceded by
twenty-three slightly earlier miniatures of Old and New Testament scenes surviving from another book,
probably a psalter. It is therefore one of the earliest books of hours, written before the greater standardization
of text and decoration during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. The book was a special commission and
reflects the interests and devotions of its first owner, a lady apparently from the Worcester area whose
portrait appears in one of the initials. The choice of feasts in the calendar and the choice of saints invoked in
the litany reflects the owner's taste. They show how the book was used and can tell us something about
secular devotions and literacy among the aristocracy in England and the West of Scotland in the later Middle
Ages. The book also contains the second oldest surviving pieces of Gaelic which can be said with certainty
to have been written in Scotland rather than in Ireland. They were written phonetically by someone not
trained to write Gaelic and one piece has been identified as a form of charm.

John Higgitt recounts the provenance of this magnificent work of medieval art and its recent rediscovery and
purchase by the National Library of Scotland. He discusses the writing, decoration, and style of illumination
and the particular influence of the Paris school on the manuscript artists. The author presents the first
interpretive study which will be of interest to historians of art, liturgy, and medieval literacy.
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From reader reviews:

Lewis Labelle:

Now a day people that Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Examining a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Murthly Hours: Devotion,
Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the Gaelic West (British Library Studies in Medieval Culture)
book since this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Keiko Whitchurch:

This The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the Gaelic West (British
Library Studies in Medieval Culture) tend to be reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why.
The main reason of this The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the
Gaelic West (British Library Studies in Medieval Culture) can be one of many great books you must have is
actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that
probably will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go
and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Murthly Hours:
Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the Gaelic West (British Library Studies in Medieval
Culture) giving you an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

John Guenther:

Typically the book The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the Gaelic
West (British Library Studies in Medieval Culture) will bring someone to the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you
just read, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in
Paris, England, and the Gaelic West (British Library Studies in Medieval Culture) is much recommended to
you to study. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Valery Carpenter:

As a college student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
in order to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart
or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know that on
this age, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's



country. Therefore this The Murthly Hours: Devotion, Literacy, and Luxury in Paris, England, and the
Gaelic West (British Library Studies in Medieval Culture) can make you feel more interested to read.
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