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A new, definitive translation of the quintessential Korean classic: the Robin Hood story of a magical
boy who joins a group of robber bandits and becomes a king

*Selected as a Best Book of the Year by NPR and The Washington Post*
 
The Story of Hong Gildong is arguably the single most important work of classic Korean fiction. A fantastic
story of adventure, it has been adapted into countless movies, television shows, novels, and comics in Korea.
Until now, the earliest and fullest text of this incredible fable has been inaccessible to English readers.
 
Hong Gildong, the brilliant but illegitimate son of a noble government minister, cannot advance in society
due to his second-class status, so he leaves home and becomes the leader of a band of outlaws. On the way to
building his own empire and gaining acceptance from his family, Hong Gildong vanquishes assassins, battles
monsters, and conquers kingdoms. Minsoo Kang’s expressive and lively new translation finally makes the
authoritative text of this premodern tale available in English, reintroducing a noble and righteous outlaw and
sharing a beloved hallmark of Korean culture.

"Hong Gildong is an iconic figure in the Korean literary canon...He's the mythic center of a sometimes-
delightful, sometimes-unsettling tale, and it's time the Western world gets to know him." —NPR

"[A] marvel-filled swashbuckler...Besides being half fairy tale, half social protest novel, The Story of Hong
Gildong possesses a profound resonance for modern Koreans." —Michael Dirda, The Washington Post
 
For more than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the English-
speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global bookshelf of the best
works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust the series to provide authoritative
texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as
up-to-date translations by award-winning translators.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly Harrison:

In other case, little individuals like to read book The Story of Hong Gildong (Penguin Classics). You can
choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a new book
The Story of Hong Gildong (Penguin Classics). You can add know-how and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can
know that. In this era, you can open a book as well as searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You
can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Eddie Bussell:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man? If you
don't have spare time to do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They should answer that question due to the
fact just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is proper.
Because start from on guardería until university need this specific The Story of Hong Gildong (Penguin
Classics) to read.

Young Legg:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One
of many books in the top listing in your reading list is usually The Story of Hong Gildong (Penguin
Classics). This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking upwards and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Charles Bryce:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update of news. In
this particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
seeking the The Story of Hong Gildong (Penguin Classics) when you desired it?
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