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Most of us think that in order to be environmentalists, we have to love nature. Essentially, we should be tree
huggers -- embracing majestic redwoods, mighty oaks, graceful birches, etc. We ought to eat granola, drive
hybrids, cook tofu, and write our appointments in Sierra Club calendars. Nature's splendor, in other words,
justifies our protection of it. But, asks Benjamin Hale in this provocative book, what about tsunamis,
earthquakes, cancer, bird flu, killer asteroids? They are nature, too.

For years, environmentalists have insisted that nature is fundamentally good. In The Wild and the Wicked,
Benjamin Hale adopts the opposite position -- that much of the time nature can be bad -- in order to show
that even if nature is cruel, we still need to be environmentally conscientious. Hale argues that
environmentalists needn't feel compelled to defend the value of nature, or even to adopt the attitudes of tree-
hugging nature lovers. We can acknowledge nature's indifference and periodic hostility. Deftly weaving
anecdote and philosophy, he shows that we don't need to love nature to be green. What really ought to be
driving our environmentalism is our humanity, not nature's value.

Hale argues that our unique burden as human beings is that we can act for reasons, good or bad. He claims
that we should be environmentalists because environmentalism is right, because we humans have the
capacity to be better than nature. As humans, we fail to live up to our moral potential if we act as brutally as
nature. Hale argues that despite nature's indifference to the plight of humanity, humanity cannot be
indifferent to the plight of nature.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Barba:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or this for all people in
the world, what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't want do that. You must know how great along with important the book The Wild and the Wicked: On
Nature and Human Nature (MIT Press). All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look for
the internet methods or other social media.

Deborah Tate:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching
TV, or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different you
can read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent all day long
to reading a guide. The book The Wild and the Wicked: On Nature and Human Nature (MIT Press) it is very
good to read. There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. In case you did not have enough space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book offers high
quality.

Robert Barker:

The Wild and the Wicked: On Nature and Human Nature (MIT Press) can be one of your beginning books
that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that can increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing The
Wild and the Wicked: On Nature and Human Nature (MIT Press) although doesn't forget the main level,
giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This
great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Jeff Brown:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just very little students that has
reading's internal or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to the library. They go
to at this time there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important,
boring and can't see colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very
important to suit your needs. As we know that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise
word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Wild and the Wicked: On Nature and Human



Nature (MIT Press) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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