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Music, Sexuality and the Enlightenment explains how Mozart's music for Le nozze di Figaro, Don Giovanni
and Così fan tutte 'sounds' the intentions of Da Ponte's characters and their relationships with one another.
Mozart, by way of the infinitely generative and beautiful logic of the sonata principle, did not merely
interpret Da Ponte's characterizations but lent them temporal, musical forms. Charles Ford's analytic
interpretation of these musical forms concerns processes and structures in detail and at medium- to long-term
levels. He addresses the music of a wide range of arias and ensembles, and develops original ways to
interpret the two largely overlooked operatic genres of secco recitative and finales.

Moreover, Ford presents a new method by which to relate musical details directly to philosophical concepts,
and thereby, the music of the operas to the inwardly contradictory thinking of the European Enlightenment.
This involves close readings of late eighteenth-century understandings of 'man' and nature, self and other,
morality and transgression, and gendered identities and sexuality, with particular reference to contemporary
writers, especially Goethe, Kant, Laclos, Rousseau, Sade, Schiller, Sterne and Wollstonecraft.

The concluding discussion of the implied futures of the operas argues that their divided sexualities, which are
those of the Enlightenment as a whole, have come to form our own unquestioned assumptions about gender
differences and sexuality. This, along with the elegant and eloquent precision of Mozart's music, is why
Figaro, Giovanni and Così still maintain their vital immediacy for audiences today.
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Stauffer:

The book Music, Sexuality and the Enlightenment in Mozart's Figaro, Don Giovanni and Così fan tutte gives
you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable more increase. Book
can being your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem with your subject. If you can
make examining a book Music, Sexuality and the Enlightenment in Mozart's Figaro, Don Giovanni and Così
fan tutte to get your habit, you can get a lot more advantages, like add your capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You may know everything if you like open and read a publication
Music, Sexuality and the Enlightenment in Mozart's Figaro, Don Giovanni and Così fan tutte. Kinds of book
are a lot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you think about this
publication?

Clark Palumbo:

The book Music, Sexuality and the Enlightenment in Mozart's Figaro, Don Giovanni and Così fan tutte can
give more knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Why must we
leave the great thing like a book Music, Sexuality and the Enlightenment in Mozart's Figaro, Don Giovanni
and Così fan tutte? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give
many info for us. It is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or details that
you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Music,
Sexuality and the Enlightenment in Mozart's Figaro, Don Giovanni and Così fan tutte has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by open and
read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Paul Jackson:

The publication with title Music, Sexuality and the Enlightenment in Mozart's Figaro, Don Giovanni and
Così fan tutte has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this
book. This book exist new expertise the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of
the world currently. That is important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This particular
book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so
you can read it anywhere you want.

Christie Rich:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Music, Sexuality and the
Enlightenment in Mozart's Figaro, Don Giovanni and Così fan tutte is simple bringing you can read it in the
playground, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not have got much space to bring the particular
printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in
your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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