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South Los Angeles is often seen as ground zero for inter-racial conflict and violence in the United States.
Since the 1940s, South LA has been predominantly a low-income African American neighborhood, and yet
since the early 1990s Latino immigrants—mostly from Mexico and many undocumented—have moved in
record numbers to the area. Given that more than a quarter million people live in South LA and that poverty
rates exceed 30 percent, inter-racial conflict and violence surprises no one. The real question is: why hasn't
there been more? Through vivid stories and interviews, The Neighborhood Has Its Own Rules provides an
answer to this question.  

Based on in-depth ethnographic field work collected when the author, Cid Martinez, lived and worked in
schools in South Central, this study reveals the day-to-day ways in which vibrant social institutions in South
LA— its churches, its local politicians, and even its gangs—have reduced conflict and kept violence to a
level that is manageable for its residents. Martinez argues that inter-racial conflict has not been managed
through any coalition between different groups, but rather that these institutions have allowed established
African Americans and newcomer Latinos to co-exist through avoidance—an under-appreciated strategy for
managing conflict that plays a crucial role in America's low-income communities. Ultimately, this book
proposes a different understanding of how neighborhood institutions are able to mitigate conflict and
violence through several community dimensions of informal social controls.
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From reader reviews:

Dolores Watkins:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book once they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will need this The Neighborhood Has Its Own Rules: Latinos and African
Americans in South Los Angeles.

Richelle Johnson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or read a book entitled The
Neighborhood Has Its Own Rules: Latinos and African Americans in South Los Angeles? Maybe it is to
become best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's
book, you can smarter than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Tiffany Reyes:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us that
book is very important for all of us. The book The Neighborhood Has Its Own Rules: Latinos and African
Americans in South Los Angeles seemed to be making you to know about other information and of course
you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you. The reserve The Neighborhood Has Its Own
Rules: Latinos and African Americans in South Los Angeles is not only giving you a lot more new
information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship using the book The Neighborhood Has Its Own Rules: Latinos and
African Americans in South Los Angeles. You never experience lose out for everything when you read some
books.

Joshua Miner:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider if
those information which is within the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable
resource then you get it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Neighborhood Has Its Own Rules: Latinos and African
Americans in South Los Angeles as your daily resource information.
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