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In his Pulitzer Prize-winning 1993 book Lincoln at Gettysburg, Garry Wills showed how the Gettysburg
Address revolutionized the conception of modern America. In Witches and Jesuits, based on his Oxford/New
York Public Library lectures, Wills again focuses on a single document to open up a window on an entire
society. He begins with a simple question: If Macbeth is such a great tragedy, why do performances of it so
often fail? The stage history of Macbeth is so riddled with disasters that it has created a legendary curse on
the drama. Superstitious actors try to evade the curse by referring to Macbeth only as "the Scottish play," but
production after production continues to soar in its opening scenes, only to sputter towards anticlimax in the
later acts. By critical consensus there seems to have been only one entirely successful modern performance
of the play, Laurence Olivier's in 1955.
Drawing on his intimate knowledge of the vivid intrigue and drama of Jacobean England, Wills restores
Macbeth's suspenseful tension by returning it to the context of its own time, recreating the burning
theological and political crises of Shakespeare's era. He reveals how deeply Macbeth's original 1606
audiences would have been affected by the notorious Gunpowder Plot of 1605, when a small cell of Jesuits
came within a hairbreadth of successfully blowing up not only the King, but the Prince his heir, and all
members of the court and Parliament. Wills likens their shock to that endured by Americans following Pearl
Harbor or the Kennedy assassination. Furthermore, Wills documents, the Jesuits were widely believed to be
acting in conjunction with the Devil. We see that the treason and necromancy in Macbeth were more than the
imaginings of a gifted playwright--they were dramatizations of very real and potent threats to the realm.
In this new light, Macbeth is transformed. Wills presents a drama that is more than a well-scripted story of a
murderer getting his just penalty, it is the struggle for the soul of a nation. The death of a King becomes a
truly apocalyptic event, and the witches on the heath, shrugged off as mere symbols of Macbeth's inner guilt
and ambition by twentieth century interpreters, emerge as independent agents of the occult with their
terrifying agendas. Restoring the theological politics and supernatural elements that modern directors have
shied away from, Wills points the way toward a Macbeth that will finally escape the theatrical curse on "the
Scottish play."
Rich in insight and a joy to read, Witches and Jesuits is a tour de force of scholarship and imagination by one
of our foremost writers. It is essential reading for anyone who loves the language.
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From reader reviews:

George Nygaard:

The guide with title Witches and Jesuits: Shakespeare's Macbeth has lot of information that you can study it.
You can get a lot of benefit after read this book. This kind of book exist new know-how the information that
exist in this publication represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand
how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you within new era of the the positive
effect. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Sandra Byrom:

The actual book Witches and Jesuits: Shakespeare's Macbeth has a lot info on it. So when you make sure to
read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. This articles
author makes some research just before write this book. This book very easy to read you will get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Regina Wingler:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Make an
effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't
work this is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be Witches and Jesuits: Shakespeare's Macbeth why because
the wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is usually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly make suggestions to
pick up this book.

Gay Swiderski:

You will get this Witches and Jesuits: Shakespeare's Macbeth by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely
viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only by means of written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by
simply e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what
their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose appropriate
ways for you.
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