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Sumatra was a great island of mystery to travellers. The first South-East Asian landfall of sailors from the
West since Roman times, it was known as 'Gold Land' before Java and the other Indonesian islands had
become known at all outside eastern Asia. Even if nobody in Europe believed Marco Polo's account of
people-eaters he encountered there, he made thee island known before any other part of the region. Yet,
while Sumatra's coasts exported pepper, gold, and camphor to the world, its heart remained unknown,
peopled by savage cannibals or by glittering empires, depending on the point of view. Each time an interpid
European travelled over the mountains to the highland plateaus of the Batak and Minangkabau, from the
Portuguese Mendes Pinto to the Englishmen Raffles, Burton, and Ward, they believed they were discovering
a Shangri-la of unknown civilization. This volume presents the most dramatic accounts of these adventures
of many lands. They range from Marco Polo and an even earlier Arab merchant, Sulayman, to an Italian who
helped start a Batak messianic movement by announcing himself as an emissary of 'the king of Rome' (Raja
Rum), and the Japanese and British observers of Sumatra's paroxysm of war and revolution in 1945. Taken
together they represent an unprecedented journey through Sumatran history through the eyes of outsiders
who were often the sold recorders of the island's upheavals. Many of the accounts have been translated into
English here for the first time. Professor Anthony Reid has set each of these accounts in its context, and
written an introduction to the history of this fascinating and beautiful island.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Goodman:

Now a day people that Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by connect to the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each info they get. How individuals
to be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book
can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information especially this Witnesses to Sumatra: A Travellers'
Anthology (Oxford in Asia Paperbacks) book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge.
Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already
know.

James Reveles:

This Witnesses to Sumatra: A Travellers' Anthology (Oxford in Asia Paperbacks) usually are reliable for you
who want to be a successful person, why. The explanation of this Witnesses to Sumatra: A Travellers'
Anthology (Oxford in Asia Paperbacks) can be one of many great books you must have will be giving you
more than just simple reading food but feed anyone with information that perhaps will shock your prior
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions both
in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Witnesses to Sumatra: A Travellers' Anthology (Oxford in
Asia Paperbacks) giving you an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of
critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Lorraine Wheat:

The actual book Witnesses to Sumatra: A Travellers' Anthology (Oxford in Asia Paperbacks) has a lot details
on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very
famous author. The writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

Pat Tran:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What
you have to do is just spending your time little but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of several
books in the top checklist in your reading list is usually Witnesses to Sumatra: A Travellers' Anthology
(Oxford in Asia Paperbacks). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer
in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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