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This book is composed of five chapters on long serving American college presidents whose overlapping
tenures largely spanned the 20th century (plus a coda). It is written for all those, specialists and generalists
alike, interested in the leadership of American higher education, especially elite institutions. Each president
(except in the coda) is discussed extensively on his comparative roles as Leader, Manager, Energizer, Envoy,
and Intellectual.

Nicholas Murphy Butler of Columbia (1900-45) admittedly did much to make modern Columbia but in such
a high handed self-aggrandizing manner as to make moderns flinch. Robert Hutchins of Yale (1930-51) was
a boy wonder, dean of the Yale Law school at 27, and president of the University of Chicago three years
later. Handsome, brilliant, dashing, he embodied the charismatic leader of a quintessentially cerebral
institution. James Bryant Conant of Harvard (1933-55) did much to remake Harvard into a post-Brahmin
worldly institution, redolent of a meritocractic German university, but also tolerated prejudices in the
selection of students and faculty, undermining his meritocractic aims. John Sloan Dickey of Dartmouth
(1946-71) strove to adapt his highly prestigious but mainly undergraduate college to its Ivy League research
university counterparts. At the same time, he strove to retain a unique undergraduate ethos. Ultimately, he
was undone by the uprisings of the 1960s. By way of contrast, Derek Bok of Harvard (1971-1991, 2006) not
only thrived in the tumult of the 60s but proceeded to turn back the clock to a long presidential tenure in a
time of much shorter ones. Although Bok had some problems and disappointments during his 20 years in
office, his success was confirmed when welcomed back as an interim president after the sudden resignation
of a successor. Which leads to a coda: It was that successor, Lawrence Summers (2003-06), with his
replication of the self-centered, uncivil lack of collegiality of Nicholas Murray Butler, that led to Summers's
downfall after only three years in office—which likely tells us much about college presidencies in the 21st
century.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Carlson:

This Five 20th Century College Presidents: From Butler to Bok (Plus Summers) book is not really ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information
inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get details which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of
information you will get. This particular Five 20th Century College Presidents: From Butler to Bok (Plus
Summers) without we comprehend teach the one who reading it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't end up being worry Five 20th Century College Presidents: From Butler to Bok (Plus Summers) can
bring if you are and not make your case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it inside
your lovely laptop even phone. This Five 20th Century College Presidents: From Butler to Bok (Plus
Summers) having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not experience uninterested in
reading.

Lucille Roller:

This book untitled Five 20th Century College Presidents: From Butler to Bok (Plus Summers) to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this reserve you can
get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via
online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication from
your list.

Kathleen Knight:

The book untitled Five 20th Century College Presidents: From Butler to Bok (Plus Summers) contain a lot of
information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy means. The language is very straightforward all
the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read this. The book was compiled by famous author. The author
brings you in the new age of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can continue reading
your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-
book, you can open up their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Andrew Leavens:

Some people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt that when they
get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Five 20th Century College Presidents:
From Butler to Bok (Plus Summers) to make your own reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to read
it and mingle the feeling about book and looking at especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start
a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Five 20th Century College Presidents: From Butler to Bok (Plus
Summers) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're



doing of the time.
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