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In the 1940s chemists discovered that barbasco, a wild yam indigenous to Mexico, could be used to mass-
produce synthetic steroid hormones. Barbasco spurred the development of new drugs, including cortisone
and the first viable oral contraceptives, and positioned Mexico as a major player in the global pharmaceutical
industry. Yet few people today are aware of Mexico’s role in achieving these advances in modern medicine.
In Jungle Laboratories, Gabriela Soto Laveaga reconstructs the story of how rural yam pickers, international
pharmaceutical companies, and the Mexican state collaborated and collided over the barbasco. By so doing,
she sheds important light on a crucial period in Mexican history and challenges us to reconsider who can
produce science.

Soto Laveaga traces the political, economic, and scientific development of the global barbasco industry from
its emergence in the 1940s, through its appropriation by a populist Mexican state in 1970, to its obsolescence
in the mid-1990s. She focuses primarily on the rural southern region of Tuxtepec, Oaxaca, where the yam
grew most freely and where scientists relied on local, indigenous knowledge to cultivate and harvest the
plant. Rural Mexicans, at first unaware of the pharmaceutical and financial value of barbasco, later acquired
and deployed scientific knowledge to negotiate with pharmaceutical companies, lobby the Mexican
government, and ultimately transform how urban Mexicans perceived them. By illuminating how the yam
made its way from the jungles of Mexico, to domestic and foreign scientific laboratories where it was
transformed into pills, to the medicine cabinets of millions of women across the globe, Jungle Laboratories
urges us to recognize the ways that Mexican peasants attained social and political legitimacy in the twentieth
century, and positions Latin America as a major producer of scientific knowledge.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Reid:

The book Jungle Laboratories: Mexican Peasants, National Projects, and the Making of the Pill make one
feel enjoy for your spare time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your
best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with the subject. If you can make studying a book
Jungle Laboratories: Mexican Peasants, National Projects, and the Making of the Pill for being your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open and read a reserve Jungle Laboratories:
Mexican Peasants, National Projects, and the Making of the Pill. Kinds of book are several. It means that,
science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

David Musick:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy particular person? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have free time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They need to answer that
question since just their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Jungle Laboratories: Mexican
Peasants, National Projects, and the Making of the Pill to read.

James Cooper:

Beside this Jungle Laboratories: Mexican Peasants, National Projects, and the Making of the Pill in your
phone, it could give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or details. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't be worry if you feel like an outdated people live
in narrow village. It is good thing to have Jungle Laboratories: Mexican Peasants, National Projects, and the
Making of the Pill because this book offers to you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but
you would not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to
miss it? Find this book as well as read it from currently!

Audrey Mack:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know that
reading is very important as well as book as to be the point. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update about something by
book. Amount types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is Jungle Laboratories:
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