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Winner of the Governor General's Award
A Library Journal Best Book of 2001

Part autobiography and part social history, Notes from the Hyena's Belly offers an unforgettable portrait of
Ethiopia, and of Africa, during the 1970s and '80s, an era of civil war, widespread famine, and mass
execution. "We children lived like the donkey," Mezlekiaremembers, "careful not to wander off the beaten
trail and end up in the hyena's belly." His memoir sheds light not only on the violence and disorder that beset
his native country, but on the rich spiritual and cultural life of Ethiopiaitself. Throughout, he portrays the
careful divisionsin dress, language, and culture between the Muslims and Christians of the Ethiopian
landscape. Mezlekia also explores the struggle between western European interests and communist
influences that caused the collapse of Ethiopia's socia and political structure?and that forced him, at age 18,
to join aguerrillaarmy. Through droughts, floods, imprisonment, and killing sprees at the hands of military
juntas, Mezlekia survived, eventually emigrating to Canada. In Notes from the Hyena's Belly he bears
witness to atime and place that few Westerners have understood.
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From reader reviews:
Sarah Brumfield:

The book Notes from the Hyena's Belly: An Ethiopian Boyhood make you feel enjoy for your spare time.

Y ou should use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make studying a book Notes from
the Hyena's Belly: An Ethiopian Boyhood to get your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like
add your own capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. Y ou can know everything if you
like wide open and read a guide Notes from the Hyena's Belly: An Ethiopian Boyhood. Kinds of book are
several. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Joseph Nixon:

The ability that you get from Notes from the Hyena's Belly: An Ethiopian Boyhood may be the more deep
you excavating the information that hide in the words the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but Notes from the Hyena's Belly: An Ethiopian Boyhood giving
you thrill feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by
anyone who read the idea because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this Notes from the Hyena's Belly: An
Ethiopian Boyhood instantly.

Roberto Garcia:

Isit anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Notes from the Hyena's Belly: An
Ethiopian Boyhood can be the reply, oh how comes? It's a book you know. Y ou are consequently out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh erais common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks
have than the others?

Jennifer Chambers:

Asascholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or
even make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's spirit
or real their pastime. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently
there but nothing reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and can't see colorful
photos on there. Y eah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important for yourself. Aswe know that on this
age, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. So, this
Notes from the Hyena's Belly: An Ethiopian Boyhood can make you feel more interested to read.
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