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Over the past century, opinion polls have come to pervade American politics. Despite their shortcomings, the
notion prevails that polls broadly represent public sentiment. But do they? In Slent Voices, Adam Berinsky
presents a provocative argument that the very process of collecting information on public preferences
through surveys may bias our picture of those preferences. In particular, he focuses on the many respondents
who say they "don't know" when asked for their views on the political issues of the day.

Using opinion poll data collected over the past forty years, Berinsky takes an increasingly technical area of
research--public opinion--and synthesizes recent findings in a coherent and accessible manner while building
on thiswith his own findings. He moves from an in-depth treatment of how citizens approach the survey
interview, to a discussion of how individuals come to form and then to express opinions on political matters
in the context of such an interview, to an examination of public opinion in three broad policy areas--race,
social welfare, and war. He concludes that "don't know" responses are often the result of a systematic process
that servesto exclude particular interests from the realm of recognized public opinion. Thus surveys may
then echo the inegalitarian shortcomings of other forms of political participation and even introduce new
problems altogether.
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From reader reviews:
Méelvin Paul:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also turn into alife style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel
happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual Silent VVoices: Public Opinion
and Political Participation in Americais kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Nydia Kelly:

In this period globalization it isimportant to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
quicker to share. You can find alot of sourcesto get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.

Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher that print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you is Silent Voices. Public Opinion and Political Participation in Americathis guide
consist alot of theinformation in the condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how
can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often
the writer made some investigation when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable al of you.

Vanessa Gibson:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity together with
family or just watching TV the entire day. Y ou can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book
everywhere? It al right you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone.
Like Silent Voices: Public Opinion and Palitical Participation in Americawhich is obtaining the e-book
version. So, try out this book? Let's view.

Betty Johnston:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By areserve we can
know everything we would like. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This e-book Silent Voices: Public Opinion and Political Participation in Americawas
filled regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines
competence. Some people has several feel when they reading the book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read aguide. In the modern eralike at this point, many ways to get
book that you just wanted.
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