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Conservative opponents of LGBT equality in the United States often couch their opposition in claims of free
speech, free association, and religious liberty. It is no surprise, then, that many LGBT supporters equate First
Amendment arguments with resistance to their cause. The First Amendment and LGBT Equality tells another
story, about the First Amendment’s crucial yet largely forgotten role in the first few decades of the gay rights
movement.

Between the 1950s and 1980s, when many courts were still openly hostile to sexual minorities, they
nonetheless recognized the freedom of gay and lesbian people to express themselves and associate with one
another. Successful First Amendment cases protected LGBT publications and organizations, protests and
parades, and individuals’ right to come out. The amendment was wielded by the other side only after it had
laid the groundwork for major LGBT equality victories.

Carlos A. Ball illuminates the full trajectory of this legal and cultural history. He argues that, in
accommodating those who dissent from LGBT equality on grounds of conscience, it is neither necessary nor
appropriate to depart from the established ways in which American antidiscrimination law has, for decades,
accommodated equality dissenters. But he also argues that as progressives fight the First Amendment claims
of religious conservatives and other LGBT opponents today, they should take care not to erode the very
safeguards of liberty that allowed LGBT rights to exist in the first place.
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From reader reviews:

Lily Pawlak:

The book The First Amendment and LGBT Equality: A Contentious History gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to get your best
friend when you getting tension or having big problem along with your subject. If you can make reading a
book The First Amendment and LGBT Equality: A Contentious History being your habit, you can get more
advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You can
know everything if you like wide open and read a publication The First Amendment and LGBT Equality: A
Contentious History. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Maria Trussell:

You can spend your free time to see this book this guide. This The First Amendment and LGBT Equality: A
Contentious History is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train and also soon.
If you did not possess much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Samantha Bond:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. One of the
books in the top record in your reading list is usually The First Amendment and LGBT Equality: A
Contentious History. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.

Rosa Milliken:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The First Amendment and LGBT Equality: A
Contentious History was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The First
Amendment and LGBT Equality: A Contentious History has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe that you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try
to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading that.
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