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For much of our century, pragmatism has enjoyed a charmed life, holding the dominant point of view in
American politics, law, education, and social thought in general. After suffering a brief eclipse in the post-
World War II period, pragmatism has experienced a revival, especially in literary theory and such areas as
poststructuralism and deconstruction. In this critique of pragmatism and neopragmatism, one of our leading
intellectual historians traces the attempts of thinkers from William James to Richard Rorty to find a response
to the crisis of modernism. John Patrick Diggins analyzes the limitations of pragmatism from a historical
perspective and dares to ask whether America's one original contribution to the world of philosophy has
actually fulfilled its promise.

"Diggins, an eminent historian of American intellectual life, has written a timely and impressive book
charting the rich history of American pragmatism and placing William James, Charles Peirce, John Dewey,
George Herbert Mead, Sidney Hook, and Richard Rorty in their times and in the light of contemporary
concerns. The book also draws on an alternative set of American thinkers to explore the blind spots in the
pragmatic temper."—William Connolly, New York Times Book Review

"An extraordinarily ambitious work of both analysis and synthesis. . . . Diggins's book is rewarding in its
thoughtfulness and its nuanced presentation of ideas."—Daniel J. Silver, Commentary

"Diggins's superbly informed book comprises a comprehensive history of American pragmatic thought. . . . It
contains expert descriptions of James, John Dewey and Charles Sanders Peirce, the first generation of
American pragmatists. . . . Diggins is just as good on the revival of pragmatism that's taken place over the
last 20 years in America. . . . [A] richly intelligent book."—Mark Edmundson, Washington Post Book World
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From reader reviews:

Eleanor Walker:

This The Promise of Pragmatism: Modernism and the Crisis of Knowledge and Authority usually are reliable
for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this The Promise of
Pragmatism: Modernism and the Crisis of Knowledge and Authority can be on the list of great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually with information
that probably will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it almost
everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Promise of
Pragmatism: Modernism and the Crisis of Knowledge and Authority forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we understand it useful in
your day exercise. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Johanna Bassett:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity
are there when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
ever try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is actually The Promise of Pragmatism: Modernism and the Crisis of Knowledge and
Authority.

Timothy Bullock:

The book untitled The Promise of Pragmatism: Modernism and the Crisis of Knowledge and Authority
contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains her idea with easy way. The language is very simple
to implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site along with order
it. Have a nice read.

Ross Turner:

Is it a person who having spare time in that case spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Promise of Pragmatism:
Modernism and the Crisis of Knowledge and Authority can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book
you know. You are thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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