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Raï music is often called the voice of the voiceless in Algeria, a society currently swept by tragic conflict.
Raï is the voice of Algerian men, young men caught between generations and classes, in political strife, and
in economic inequality. In a ground-breaking study, anthropologist Marc Schade-Poulsen uses this popular
music genre as a lens through which he views Algerian society, particularly male society. He situates raï
within Algerian family life, moral codes, and broader power relations.

Schade-Poulsen did his research in the 1990s, in clubs, recording studios, at weddings, and with street
musicians. He describes the history of raï, which emerged in the late 1970s and spread throughout North
Africa at the same time the Islamist movement was growing to become the most potent socio-political
movement in Algeria.

Outsiders consider raï to be Western in origin, but Schade-Poulsen shows its Islamic roots as well. The
musicians do use Western instruments, but the music itself mixes Algerian popular songs and rhythms with
the beat of American disco, Egyptian modalities, Moroccan wedding tunes, and the songs of Julio Iglesias.
The lyrics deal with male-female relationships but also with generational relationships and the problems of
youth, as they struggle to find a place in a conflicted society.

The study, in its innovative approach to music as a template of society, helps the reader understand the two
major movements among today's Algerian youth: one toward the mosque and the other toward the West.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Aviles:

The book Men and Popular Music in Algeria: The Social Significance of Raï (Modern Middle East
(Paperback)) gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You should use to make your capable
considerably more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or having big
problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book Men and Popular Music in Algeria: The
Social Significance of Raï (Modern Middle East (Paperback)) for being your habit, you can get far more
advantages, like add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You
are able to know everything if you like start and read a book Men and Popular Music in Algeria: The Social
Significance of Raï (Modern Middle East (Paperback)). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Kayla Merritt:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With looking at you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their very own reader with their
story or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the ebooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some research before they write for their book. One of
them is this Men and Popular Music in Algeria: The Social Significance of Raï (Modern Middle East
(Paperback)).

Chris Holmes:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This Men and Popular Music in Algeria: The Social
Significance of Raï (Modern Middle East (Paperback)) can give you a lot of pals because by you
investigating this one book you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting
person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information
that maybe your friend doesn't realize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great folks. So , why
hesitate? Let me have Men and Popular Music in Algeria: The Social Significance of Raï (Modern Middle
East (Paperback)).

Hayden Wright:

You will get this Men and Popular Music in Algeria: The Social Significance of Raï (Modern Middle East
(Paperback)) by check out the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve
challenge if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by means of



written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era just like
now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your
current ways to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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