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George Perle takes us into the composer's workshop as he reevaluates what we call "twentieth-century
music"—a term used to refer to new or modern or contemporary music that represents a radical break from
the tonal tradition, or "common practice," of the preceding three centuries. He proposes that this music, in
the course of breaking with the tonal tradition, presents coherent and definable elements of a new tradition.
In spite of the disparity in their styles, idioms, and compositional methods, he argues, what unites Scriabin,
Stravinsky, Bartók, and the Viennese circle (Schoenberg, Berg, and Webern) is more important than what
separates them.

If we are to understand the connections among these mainstream composers, we also have to understand
their connections with the past. Through an extraordinarily comprehensive analysis of a single piece by
Varèse, Density 21.5 for unaccompanied flute, Perle shows how these composers refer not only to their
contemporaries but also to Wagner, Debussy, and Beethoven.

Perle isolates the years 1909-10 as the moment of revolutionary transformation in the foundational premises
of our musical language. He asks: What are the implications of this revolution, not only for the composer,
but also for the listener? What are the consequences for the theory and teaching of music today? In his highly
original answers, Perle relates the role of intuition in the listening experience to its role in the compositional
process.

Perle asserts that the post-Schoenbergian serialists have preoccupied themselves with secondary and
superficial aspects of Schoenberg's twelve-tone method that have led it to a dead end but he also exposes the
speciousness of current alternatives such as chance music, minimalism, and the so-called return to tonality.
He offers a new and more comprehensive definition of "twelve-tone music" and firmly rejects the notion that
accessibility to the new music is reserved for a special class of elite listeners.
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From reader reviews:

Florence Croy:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice
through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a e-book your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading the book, we give you this The Listening Composer book as
starter and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Mary Mohammad:

The publication untitled The Listening Composer is the publication that recommended to you to study. You
can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that writer use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, therefore the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-
book of The Listening Composer from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Carl Speed:

Is it anyone who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Listening Composer can be the answer, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this
brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?

Josefina Roundtree:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but also novel and The Listening Composer or others sources were given
expertise for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more and more.
Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those books are helping them to
include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science publication, any other book likes The Listening
Composer to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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