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The Lotus Sutra is arguably the most famous of all Buddhist scriptures. Composed in India in the first
centuries of the Common Era, it is renowned for its inspiring message that all beings are destined for
supreme enlightenment. Here, Donald Lopez provides an engaging and accessible biography of this enduring
classic.

Lopez traces the many roles the Lotus Sutra has played in its travels through Asia, Europe, and across the
seas to America. The story begins in India, where it was one of the early Mahayana sutras, which sought to
redefine the Buddhist path. In the centuries that followed, the text would have a profound influence in China
and Japan, and would go on to play a central role in the European discovery of Buddhism. It was the first
Buddhist sutra to be translated from Sanskrit into a Western language—into French in 1844 by the eminent
scholar Eugène Burnouf. That same year, portions of the Lotus Sutra appeared in English in The Dial, the
journal of New England’s Transcendentalists. Lopez provides a balanced account of the many controversies
surrounding the text and its teachings, and describes how the book has helped to shape the popular image of
the Buddha today. He explores how it was read by major literary figures such as Henry David Thoreau and
Gustave Flaubert, and how it was used to justify self-immolation in China and political extremism in Japan.

Concise and authoritative, this is the essential introduction to the life and afterlife of a timeless masterpiece.
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From reader reviews:

Carroll Torres:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
guide. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Next to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication The "Lotus S?tra": A Biography
(Lives of Great Religious Books) will make you to be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you
can know about anything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It
is not necessarily make you fun. Why they are often thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
suitable book with you?

Buddy Stewart:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information presently can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be
taking seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you
obtain the unstable resource then you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for
you. All of those possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The "Lotus S?tra": A Biography (Lives
of Great Religious Books) as the daily resource information.

Kristen Blasingame:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book especially book entitled
The "Lotus S?tra": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books) your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind
friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one contact form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get before. The The "Lotus S?tra": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious
Books) giving you an additional experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info
for your better life in this era. So now let us show you the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind will
be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary
paying spare time activity?

Soledad Neeley:

A lot of book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it.
It is called of book The "Lotus S?tra": A Biography (Lives of Great Religious Books). Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from
one destination to other place.
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