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This is an account of the turbulent centuries in which the forces of Rome subdued the peoples of Italy,
incorporated their aristocracies and created, by the end of the first-century BC, a unified Italian state of
Roman citizens. At the time of the second Punic War when Hannibal descended from the Alps, Italy
consisted of several ancient settlements and peoples: among them, the Gauls in the North, the Etruscans in
the centre, the Greeks on the Southern coasts and in Sicily, and the indigenous Phoenicians in Sardinia. The
Romans themselves occupied little more than one-tenth of what is now modern Italy. The process by which
these people were incorporated into the Roman Polity was violent and effective. The state that Augustus
inherited was not only the largest in the ancient world, but efficiently ordered and administered from the
Roman centre. The book opens with a description of the peoples of Italy at around the end of the fourth-
century BC. It describes the early success of Roman diplomacy and force in creating client populations
among the Etruscans, the Latins and the Hellenized populations of the south. Hannibal's invasion both
accelerated and accentuated the process of incorporation. Those people who sided with the Carthaginians
were ruthlessly punished, their lands confiscated and tens of thousands massacred. Those people siding with
the Romans required their protection. Whereas at the beginning of the period the Italian peoples sought to
preserve their independence and ethnic traditions, by its end those who had not achieved Roman citizenship
were demanding it, by argument and by force. The author shows how the social and civil wars stemmed
more from a desire for inclusion in the Roman state than independence from it. Jean-Michel David describes
the dramatic change in the Roman economy and polity during the period. He also examines the causes and
consequences of the changes in population that took place, including the effects of the enslavement and
importation of large numbers of defeated rebels (including, for example, over one million Gauls). By the end
of the period many of the slaves had, too, graduated by a process of emancipation and economic well-being
to the citizenship which had once held them in thrall. This is a history of the formative years of Roman
power. It takes full account of recent scholarship and archaeological discoveries in Italy.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Helland:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information because book is one of many ways to share
the information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
characters do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
The Roman Conquest of Italy (Ancient World), you could tells your family, friends and also soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

William Fuller:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more
time to be learn. The Roman Conquest of Italy (Ancient World) can be your answer because it can be read by
a person who have those short free time problems.

Stephen Thrush:

Beside this particular The Roman Conquest of Italy (Ancient World) in your phone, it might give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here
is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow
commune. It is good thing to have The Roman Conquest of Italy (Ancient World) because this book offers to
you personally readable information. Do you often have book but you don't get what it's interesting features
of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this? Find
this book as well as read it from at this point!

Casey Schnell:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of news. In
this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You
can add your knowledge by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
looking for the The Roman Conquest of Italy (Ancient World) when you needed it?
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