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Amy Marcy Cheney Beach (1867-1944), the most widely performed composer of her generation, was the
first American woman to succeed as a creator of large-scale art music. Her "Gaelic" Symphony, given its
premiere by the Boston Symphony Orchestra in 1896, was the first work of its kind by an American woman
to be performed by an American orchestra. Almost all of her more than 300 works were published soon after
they were composed and performed, and today her music is finding new advocates and audiences for its
energy, intensity, and sheer beauty. Yet, until now, no full-length critical biography of Beach's life or
comprehensive critical overview of her music existed. This biography admirably fills that gap, fully
examining the connections between Beach's life and work in light of social currents and dominant ideologies.

Born into a musical family in Victorian times, Amy Beach started composing as a child of four and was
equally gifted as a pianist. Her talent was recognized early by Boston's leading musicians, who gave her
unqualified support. Although Beach believed that the life of a professional musician was the only life for
her, her parents had raised her for marriage and a career of amateur music-making. Her response to this
parental (and later spousal) opposition was to find creative ways of reaching her goal without direct
confrontation. Discouraged from a full-scale concert career, she instead found her métier in composition.

Success as a composer of art songs came early for Beach: indeed, her songs outsold those of her
contemporaries. Nevertheless, she was determined to separate her work from the genteel parlor music
women were writing in her day by creating large-scale works--a Mass, a symphony, and chamber music--that
challenged the accepted notion that women were incapable of creating high art. She won the respect of
colleagues and the allegiance of audiences. Many who praised her work, however, considered her an
exception among women. Beach's reaction to this was to join with other women composers of serious music
by promoting their works along with her own.

Adrienne Fried Block has written a biography that takes full account of issues of gender and musical
modernism, considering Beach in the contexts of her time and of her composer contemporaries, both male
and female. Amy Beach, Passionate Victorian will be of great interest to students and scholars of American
music, and to music lovers in general.
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From reader reviews:

Louise Lewis:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading behavior give
you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want sense happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual Amy Beach, Passionate
Victorian: The Life and Work of an American Composer, 1867-1944 is kind of publication which is giving
the reader unstable experience.

Cindy Grant:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information today can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even restricted. What people must be
consider any time those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Amy Beach, Passionate Victorian: The Life and
Work of an American Composer, 1867-1944 as your daily resource information.

Jerald Higgins:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be examine. Amy Beach, Passionate Victorian: The Life and Work of an American Composer,
1867-1944 can be your answer given it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time
problems.

Gerald Wright:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to read a book. When you study a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Amy Beach, Passionate Victorian: The Life and Work of an American Composer, 1867-1944 will
give you a new experience in reading a book.
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