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A step by step guide to the techniques, tricks and tips on how to carve soapstone. Includes sections on how to
select stone, what tools are required and recommended, how to use the tools, safety guidelines, how to finish
and display soapstone carvings. Each step is clearly explained via both text and photographs. Included in the
book are links to on-line videos of the various techniques and stages. ~~~~ Intro: Whenever I display my
work, I watch the people as they inspect the sculpture. Almost without exception, people are impelled to
touch the stone, to stroke it with their fingertips. They are always surprised and fascinated by the silky
texture, the smoothness and warmth of highly polished soapstone. Soapstone is almost unique in that
fascination. Unlike metal or ceramic, soapstone calls out to the viewer, asking to be touched. Soapstone can
be found all over the world, and has been used by many cultures through-out history, from ancient Egypt, to
India, China and the far North. Soapstone artifacts have been found which date as far back as 5000 BC.
Today though, much of the world most commonly associates soapstone with the peoples of the North, once
referred to as Eskimo, now more properly known as Inuit, Yupik and Aleut. Historically, these peoples used
soapstone for many things, including dishes, bowls, cooking utensils, and, the most recognized, for carving
and sculpting. Common motifs include seals, bears, walrus and other sea life, and also images of mythical or
mystical beings, their creatures of belief and religion. Hand carved, using bone tools, sanded smooth using
sand and soapstone dust, these carvings have evoked the North for centuries. When working with soapstone,
I continually feel that almost spiritual aura that surrounds soapstone and its history. To work in soapstone
today, one must also respect the culture and beliefs of those who first worked with the stone. Having fallen in
love with soapstone, and having carved for many years, I started giving introductory courses at the local
collective which carries my artwork. Like my introductory course, this book shows you how to take a ragged
block of uninteresting and dusty stone and turn it into a polished piece of art, something that calls to you,
something you can touch, something you can be proud of. A piece of art that sings. I’ve chosen to make this
book pictorial rather than wordy. I’m a firm believer that a picture speaks a thousand words, so I’ve tried to
show, and only talked enough to lead you into what the picture depicts. I’ve also chosen the size of the book
so I can fit in lots of pictures, while keeping the pictures big enough that you can see the detail shown
without needing a magnifying glass. At several points through-out the book, I point you to on-line videos so
you can see the process in motion. Lastly, I’ve focused on giving you an overall introduction to soapstone
carving, in order to keep the price of the book down so it’s affordable. I’ve deliberately left the more
advanced and exotic techniques for a later book, so you don’t have to spend a great deal to begin this, your
first journey into soapstone carving. You don’t have to be an expert to follow the steps in this book. You
don’t have to have any experience in carving, you simply need to have an interest, and a desire to create
something. I will guide you through the process in eight easy-to-follow steps. You only need a few tools,
though I show you other tools that can be useful. You can choose how much to invest and how many tools to
buy. The basic tools can be purchased for twenty to forty dollars. The stone is reasonably easy to acquire and
relatively inexpensive, usually no more than two to three dollars per pound, often less. Sound interesting?
Well, if you haven’t already done so, buy the book. Pick up a few tools if you don’t already have them at
home. Go buy a chunk of soapstone, follow along with the book and let’s start carving.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Williams:

This Shaping Stone: The Art of Carving Soapstone (Volume 1) tend to be reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Shaping Stone: The Art of Carving
Soapstone (Volume 1) can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple reading food but feed you actually with information that probably will shock your preceding
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your conditions at e-book
and printed people. Beside that this Shaping Stone: The Art of Carving Soapstone (Volume 1) giving you an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it
useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Amy Mueller:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the title Shaping Stone:
The Art of Carving Soapstone (Volume 1) suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned
writer in this era. The book untitled Shaping Stone: The Art of Carving Soapstone (Volume 1)is the one of
several books in which everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know prior to. The author explained their concept
in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to understand the core of this reserve. This book will give you
a lot of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world in this book.

Kristopher Lewis:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not hoping Shaping Stone: The Art of Carving
Soapstone (Volume 1) that give your entertainment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for
all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your
good habit, it is possible to pick Shaping Stone: The Art of Carving Soapstone (Volume 1) become your
personal starter.

Marian Knight:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got students? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book.
Numerous books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is niagra Shaping Stone: The Art of
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