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The California condor
has been described as a bird
"with one wing in the grave."

Flying on wings nearly ten feet wide from tip to tip, these birds thrived on the carcasses of animals like
woolly mammoths. Then, as humans began dramatically reshaping North America, the continent's largest
flying land bird started disappearing. By the beginning of the twentieth century, extinction seemed
inevitable.

But small groups of passionate individuals refused to allow the condor to fade away, even as they fought
over how and why the bird was to be saved. Scientists, farmers, developers, bird lovers, and government
bureaucrats argued bitterly and often, in the process injuring one another and the species they were trying to
save. In the late 1980s, the federal government made a wrenching decision -- the last remaining wild condors
would be caught and taken to a pair of zoos, where they would be encouraged to breed with other captive
condors.

Livid critics called the plan a recipe for extinction. After the zoo-based populations soared, the condors were
released in the mountains of south-central California, and then into the Grand Canyon, Big Sur, and Baja
California. Today the giant birds are nowhere near extinct.

The giant bird with "one wing in the grave" appears to be recovering, even as the wildlands it needs keep
disappearing. But the story of this bird is more than the story of a vulture with a giant wingspan -- it is also
the story of a wild and giant state that has become crowded and small, and of the behind-the-scenes dramas
that have shaped the environmental movement. As told by John Nielsen, an environmental journalist and a
native Californian, this is a fascinating tale of survival.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Snyder:

Here thing why this specific Condor: To the Brink and Back--the Life and Times of One Giant Bird are
different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content
of it which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Condor: To the Brink and Back--the Life and Times of
One Giant Bird giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is
no e-book that similar with Condor: To the Brink and Back--the Life and Times of One Giant Bird. It gives
you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing that will happened in
the world which is probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in area, café,
or even in your method home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe
the form of Condor: To the Brink and Back--the Life and Times of One Giant Bird in e-book can be your
alternative.

Kermit Diaz:

This book untitled Condor: To the Brink and Back--the Life and Times of One Giant Bird to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book shop or you can order it by using
online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you
can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this e-book from your
list.

Keesha Marks:

The guide untitled Condor: To the Brink and Back--the Life and Times of One Giant Bird is the publication
that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand.
The article writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, therefore the information that they
share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Condor: To the
Brink and Back--the Life and Times of One Giant Bird from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free
time.

Carolyn Rolon:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is composed or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just trying to find the Condor: To the Brink and Back--the Life and Times of One Giant Bird when



you needed it?
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