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In recent years, membership has dropped in traditional voluntary associations such as Rotary Clubs, Jaycees,
and bowling leagues. At the same time, concern is rising about the growth of paramilitary and hate groups.
Scholars have warned that these trends are undermining civic society by creating a dangerous number of
isolated, mistrustful individuals and organized, antisocial renegades. In this provocative book, however,
Nancy Rosenblum takes a new, less narrowly political approach to the study of groups. And she reaches
more optimistic conclusions about the state of civil society.

Rosenblum argues that we should judge associations not only by what they do for civic virtue, but also by
what they do for individual members. She shows that groups of all kinds--among them religious groups,
corporations, homeowner associations, secret societies, racial and cultural identity groups, prayer groups, and
even paramilitary groups--fill deep psychological and moral needs. And she contends that the failure to
recognize this has contributed to an alarmist view of their social impact. For example, she argues that,
although extremist groups have obvious antisocial aims, they constrain individuals who would be even more
dangerous as maladjusted loners. And she examines the rapid growth of small "support groups"--which are
usually dismissed as politically irrelevant--and shows that the moral support people find in such places as
prayer groups and self-help groups helps to cultivate the social trust some scholars say is disappearing.
Rosenblum concludes that, for practical and principled reasons, American democracy should permit
expansive freedom of association, illustrating her case with discussion of specific cases in law.

Rosenblum recognizes, however, that freedom has a price. She reminds us that some groups have oppressive
and even criminal tendencies, and she explores what liberal democracy should do to ensure that individuals
also have freedom within associations and freedom to exit. Throughout, Rosenblum writes eloquently and
with a powerful moral voice, drawing on law, practical politics, and psychology to produce an original
political theory of the moral uses of pluralism. The book adds remarkable depth and subtlety to one of the
leading subjects in contemporary social and political debate.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Williams:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Membership and Morals. Try to make the book Membership and
Morals as your close friend. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside that of
course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far
more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , let's make new experience and also
knowledge with this book.

Lawrence Seay:

This Membership and Morals book is just not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The
benefit you will get by reading this book is definitely information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you
will get info which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you will get. This specific
Membership and Morals without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in imagining
and analyzing. Don't always be worry Membership and Morals can bring when you are and not make your
carrier space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This Membership and Morals having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not really feel
uninterested in reading.

Raul Warren:

Membership and Morals can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Membership and Morals
nevertheless doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
info that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into new
stage of crucial thinking.

Jose Coleman:

This Membership and Morals is great guide for you because the content which is full of information for you
who always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data
accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read
the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only offers you straight forward sentences
but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Membership and Morals in your hand
like getting the world in your arm, data in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer
you world throughout ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this can be good
reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt this?
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