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From the 1940s to the 1970s, visionary artists from across the Americas reimagined themes from science
fiction and space travel. They mapped extraterrestrial terrain, created dystopian scenarios amid fears of
nuclear annihilation, and ingeniously deployed scientific and technological subjects and motifs. This book
offers a sumptuously illustrated exploration of how artists from the United States and Latin America
visualized the future. Inspired variously by the "golden age" of science fiction, the Cold War, the space race,
and the counterculture, these artists expressed both optimism and pessimism about humanity's prospects.

Past Futures showcases work by more than a dozen artists, including the biomorphic cosmic spaces and
hybrid alien-totemic figures painted by the Chilean artist Roberto Matta (1911--2002); the utopian
Hydrospatial City envisioned by Argentine Gyula Kosice (1924--); and  Incidents of Mirror-Travel in the
Yucatan, in which Robert Smithson (1938--1973) layered tropes of time travel atop Mayan ruins. The artists
respond to science fiction in film and literature and the media coverage of the space race; link myths of
Europeans' first encounters with the New World to contemporary space exploration; and project futures both
idealized and dystopian.

The book, which accompanies an exhibition at the Bowdoin College Museum of Art, also includes an essay
by the editor and curator mapping central themes; an exploration of how Latin American artists have
depicted astronomic phenomena, utopian projects, and the modern machine; an essay on space-age art in
Argentina during the 1960s; and a study of Smithson and science fiction.

Essays Sarah Montross, Rodrigo Alonso, Rory O'Dea, Miguel Ángel Fernández Delgado

Artists includeRudy Ayoroa, Luis Benedit, Marcelo Bonevardi, Enrique Careaga, Enrique Castro-Cid, Vija
Celmins, Carlos Colombino, Juan Downey, Fred Eversley, Mario Gallardo, Dan Graham, Nancy Graves,
Raquel Forner, Peter Hutchinson, Alejandro Jodorowsky, Gyula Kosice, Roberto Matta, Emilio Renart,
Robert Smithson, Michelle Stuart, Rufino Tamayo, Horacio Zabala
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From reader reviews:

Maria Gardner:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Past Futures: Science Fiction, Space
Travel, and Postwar Art of the Americas (MIT Press) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with
the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Homer Simon:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can easily share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader with
their story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write
about the data about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors these days always try to
improve their skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them
is this Past Futures: Science Fiction, Space Travel, and Postwar Art of the Americas (MIT Press).

Omar Lamm:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to go through a book. When you
learn a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, as well as soon. The Past
Futures: Science Fiction, Space Travel, and Postwar Art of the Americas (MIT Press) provide you with a
new experience in examining a book.

Martha Lockridge:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to have a look at some books. One of the books
in the top record in your reading list is usually Past Futures: Science Fiction, Space Travel, and Postwar Art
of the Americas (MIT Press). This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get many advantages.
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