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As laissez-faire market forces sweep the globe and the earth's future seems endangered, the dream of living
in concert with nature and with one another is increasingly essential. A common human longing throughout
history, the utopian community ideal has taken root firmly in America over the past 200 years. In Sweet
Earth: Experimental Utopias in America, Joel Sternfeld looks at 60 representative historic or present
American utopias. Neither a conventional history nor a conventional book of photography, Sweet Earth
brings together what might otherwise seem disparate, individualized social phenomena and makes visible the
community of communities. This tradition of thinking has ancient, universal precedents. When Thomas
More wrote Utopia in 1516, he gave a name to an idea that had included the Epic of Gilgamesh, Plato's
Republic and the Old Testament's and he started an argument. Francis Bacon (who believed in utopia
through science) and Jean-Jacques Rousseau (utopia through nature) soon joined the debate, but it was the
harsh changes in daily life engendered by the factory systems of the early Industrial Revolution that brought
an urgency to the discussion, as seen in the writings of David Owens, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels.
While the early social theorists were largely European, it was in the fluid environment of young America that
true utopian communities were built and utopian experimentation flourished. In the years between 1810 and
1850, hundreds of secular and religious societies bravely tried to build a "perfect" life for their members. In
the twentieth century, experimentation began again, reaching a fever pitch in the turbulent days of the
Vietnam War. Some of the late-1960s communes still survive and continue to flourish. The 1990s and the
early years of the new millennium have become yet another hotbed of social experimentation. The co-
housing movement is sweeping America with at least 70 communities fully completed and occupied and
numerous others planned. At the same time, the rapid global expansion of sustainable communities known as
ecovillages has been widely adopted in America.
This book by one of America's foremost artists includes a photograph of each community and is
accompanied by brief text that summarizes the most salient aspects of the history or organization. A book
that functions both as art, as well as a hopeful guide to alternative ways of life.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Jackson:

This Joel Sternfeld: Sweet Earth- Experimental Utopias in America book is not really ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book will be information
inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of
information you will get. That Joel Sternfeld: Sweet Earth- Experimental Utopias in America without we
understand teach the one who examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become
worry Joel Sternfeld: Sweet Earth- Experimental Utopias in America can bring whenever you are and not
make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
cell phone. This Joel Sternfeld: Sweet Earth- Experimental Utopias in America having very good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in reading.

Sara Burns:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Joel Sternfeld: Sweet
Earth- Experimental Utopias in America that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading
this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better
then how they react to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to always be success person. So , for every you who want to start
examining as your good habit, you can pick Joel Sternfeld: Sweet Earth- Experimental Utopias in America
become your personal starter.

Patrick Taylor:

This Joel Sternfeld: Sweet Earth- Experimental Utopias in America is completely new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper
you into it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Joel Sternfeld: Sweet Earth- Experimental Utopias in America can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books acquire itself in the
form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss
that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.

Antoinette Lefebre:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
problem for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes examining,
not only science book but in addition novel and Joel Sternfeld: Sweet Earth- Experimental Utopias in
America or perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly amazing a



book, you feel need to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher as well as students
especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge. In additional case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Joel Sternfeld: Sweet Earth- Experimental Utopias in America to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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