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This is a sustained argument about the idea of science fiction by a renowned critic. Overturning many
received opinions, it is both controversial and stimulating
 
Much of the controversy arises from Westfahl's resurrection of Hugo Gernsback - for decades a largely
derided figure - as the true creator of science fiction. Following an initial demolition of earlier critics,
Westfahl argues for Gernsback's importance. His argument is fully documented, showing a much greater
familiarity with early American science fiction, particularly magazine fiction, than previous academic critics
or historians. After his initial chapters on Gernsback, he examines the way in which the Gernsback tradition
was adopted and modified by later magazine editors and early critics. This involves a re-evaluation of the
importance of John W. Campbell to the history of science fiction as well as a very interesting critique of
Robert Heinlein's Beyond the Horizon, one the seminal texts of American science fiction. In conclusion,
Westfahl uses the theories of Gernsback and Campbell to develop a descriptive definition of science fiction
and he explores the ramifications of that definition.
 
The Mechanics of Wonder will arouse debate and force the questioning of presuppositions. No other book so
closely examines the origins and development of the idea of science fiction, and it will stand among a small
number of crucial texts with which every science fiction scholar or prospective science fiction scholar will
have to read.
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From reader reviews:

Earl Goodman:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for people. The book Mechanics of Wonder: The Creation of the Idea
of Science Fiction (Liverpool University Press - Liverpool Science Fiction Texts & Studies) had been
making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is very
advantages for you. The publication Mechanics of Wonder: The Creation of the Idea of Science Fiction
(Liverpool University Press - Liverpool Science Fiction Texts & Studies) is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your own spend
time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book Mechanics of Wonder: The Creation of the
Idea of Science Fiction (Liverpool University Press - Liverpool Science Fiction Texts & Studies). You never
experience lose out for everything in case you read some books.

Jane Nelsen:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with pals is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try thing that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Mechanics of Wonder: The Creation of the
Idea of Science Fiction (Liverpool University Press - Liverpool Science Fiction Texts & Studies), you may
enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can
occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Lynette Petree:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to read a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as
well as soon. The Mechanics of Wonder: The Creation of the Idea of Science Fiction (Liverpool University
Press - Liverpool Science Fiction Texts & Studies) will give you new experience in examining a book.

Meghan Drucker:

Beside that Mechanics of Wonder: The Creation of the Idea of Science Fiction (Liverpool University Press -
Liverpool Science Fiction Texts & Studies) in your phone, it could possibly give you a way to get more close
to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are going to got here is fresh in the
oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow village. It is good thing to have
Mechanics of Wonder: The Creation of the Idea of Science Fiction (Liverpool University Press - Liverpool



Science Fiction Texts & Studies) because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do
you occasionally have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen
if you have this inside your hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this book in addition to read it from currently!
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