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The European Union is the oldest and most highly developed example of institutionalized regional
integration. Since its establishment in the early 1950s, the EU has moved from the shallow integration of
dismantling trade barriers to the deep integration of accepting common policies on agriculture, environment,
transport, and working conditions; common rules on competition, mergers, and financial transfers; and
common laws in the domestic courts of member states.

The EU experience is a successful example of integrating national economies, but how far should those
promoting regional integration in the Western Hemisphere and the Pacific look to the EU as a model? Can
regional and global integration proceed harmoniously? Or will tensions between regional and global
priorities unavoidably arise.

This book, part of the Integrating National Economies series, examines the evolution of West European
integration over the past forty years. William Wallace analyzes the historical circumstances under which the
institutions of integration developed, and the internal tensions and contradictions created by the deepening of
integration and repeated enlargements. He explains that, in recent years, deep integration has presented a
challenge to national identity, forcing policymakers to confront issues of sovereignty, political commitment,
and regional balance.

Wallace concludes that the European experience provides a number of important, cautionary lessons for
those promoting regional integration in the Western Hemisphere and the Asia-Pacific region. However, it
does not offer a model that these areas can easily follow. Wallace emphasizes that the experience of West
European economic integration during the cold war years will do little to reconcile global and regional
integration in the post-cold war world; the political and security concerns are no longer the same. He
contends that the international community must develop rules for the new global order without searching for
historical parallels--as those creating the institutions of regional integration in Western Europe did in their
time.

A volume of Brookings' Integrating National Economies Series
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin King:

This Regional Integration: The West European Experience (Integrating National Economies) are usually
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Regional Integration:
The West European Experience (Integrating National Economies) can be on the list of great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed an individual with information that
maybe will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go
and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Regional Integration: The
West European Experience (Integrating National Economies) giving you an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's
have it and revel in reading.

Carl Vincent:

Often the book Regional Integration: The West European Experience (Integrating National Economies) will
bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very
unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Regional
Integration: The West European Experience (Integrating National Economies) is much recommended to you
to learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Danna Bullock:

The guide untitled Regional Integration: The West European Experience (Integrating National Economies) is
the book that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown
to a person. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article author
was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you personally
is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Regional Integration: The West European Experience
(Integrating National Economies) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Alyson Ward:

This Regional Integration: The West European Experience (Integrating National Economies) is completely
new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you into it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having bit of
digest in reading this Regional Integration: The West European Experience (Integrating National Economies)
can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get by simply
anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book contact
form. People who think that in guide form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So
you cannot find any in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should
be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read this e-book sort for your better life and also



knowledge.
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