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In 1962, Christian Century asked the well-known Christian writer, C. S. Lewis, to name the books that had
most influenced his thought. Among those that Lewis listed was Arthur J. Balfour¹s Theism and Humanism
(1915). This was no passing whim. Almost twenty years earlier, in 1944, Lewis had written in "Is Theology
Poetry" that Theism was "a book too little read." Unfortunately, until now it hasn't been that easy to find.
Copies have been available ONLY on the used market and were thus rare and fairly expensive. This newly
typeset edition makes it inexpensive and easy to get.

Balfour was a talented writer and perhaps the most intelligent British Prime Minister of the twentieth
century. During World War One he replaced Winston Churchill as First Lord of the Admirality and went on
to become Foreign Secretary. In the latter office he was responsible for the 1917 Balfour Declaration
committing Great Britain to the establishment of a Jewish homeland in Palestine. It is no exaggeration to say
that Israel owes its existence to Balfour.

Theism and Humanism is based on a 1914 Gifford Lecture that Balfour gave at the University of Glasgow.
All the original text is included along with over 50 pages of additional material. There are 13 sketches of
Balfour adapted from political cartoons in Punch magazine. There are four appendices taken from his other
writings, including the marvelous "A Catechism for Naturalism" (which sent arch-agnostic Thomas Huxley,
better known as "Darwin's Bulldog," into a fit of rage). There's also a glossary of people and terms
mentioned in the book and a detailed index. Finally, this new edition includes brief quotes from Balfour's
other writings to highlight what he is saying.

Balfour's topic is naturalism, the belief that all that exists are natural processes. He challenges those who
believe in it to come up with a rationale for what they hold dearest--human reason, human rights, and the
importance of art--based solely on naturalism. He believes that cannot be done and summarizes his book in
these words:

"My desire has been to show that all we think best in human culture, whether associated with beauty,
goodness, or knowledge, requires God for its support, that Humanism without Theism loses more than half
its value."

This book is not light reading. But if you like philosophy and provocative ideas, it is perfect for you. The
Cambridge-educated Balfour was very knowledgable about science. (He was for a time, the President of the
British Association for the Advancement of Science.) That makes this book a useful complement to the
Oxford-educated Lewis whose speciality was literature.
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From reader reviews:

Nathan Wilson:

This Theism and Humanism: The Book That Influenced C. S. Lewis are usually reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason why of this Theism and Humanism: The Book That Influenced
C. S. Lewis can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than just simple looking at food
but feed you with information that possibly will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy,
you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this
Theism and Humanism: The Book That Influenced C. S. Lewis forcing you to have an enormous of
experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
action. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Joshua Rodrigue:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Theism and Humanism: The Book That
Influenced C. S. Lewis publication written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book
which might be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written within good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Theism and
Humanism: The Book That Influenced C. S. Lewis as good book not only by the cover but also through the
content. This is one publication that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so
why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Stacee Stern:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Theism and Humanism: The Book That Influenced C.
S. Lewis can be the respond to, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?

Flora Godfrey:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information coming
from a book. Book is composed or printed or highlighted from each source that will filled update of news.
With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social such
as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just seeking
the Theism and Humanism: The Book That Influenced C. S. Lewis when you necessary it?
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