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Celebrity Gods explores the interaction of new religions and the media in postwar Japan. It focuses on the
leaders and founders (ky?s?) of Jiu and Tensh? K?tai Jing? Ky?, two new religions of Japan’s immediate
postwar period that received substantial press attention. Jiu was linked to the popular prewar group
?motoky?, and its activities were based on the millennial visions of its leader, a woman called Jik?son. When
Jiu attracted the legendary sumo champion Futabayama to its cause, Jik?son and her activities became a
widely-covered cause célèbre in the press. Tensh? K?tai Jing? Ky? (labeled odoru sh?ky?, “the dancing
religion,” by the press) was led by a farmer’s wife, Kitamura Sayo. Her uncompromising vision and actions
toward creating a new society?one that was far removed from what she described as the “maggot world” of
postwar Japan?drew harsh and often mocking criticism from the print media.

Looking back for precursors to the postwar relationship of new religions and media, Benjamin Dorman
explores the significant role that the Japanese media traditionally played in defining appropriate and
acceptable social behavior, acting at times as mouthpieces for government and religious authorities. Using
the cases of Renmonky? in the Meiji era and ?motoky? in the Taish? and Sh?wa eras, Dorman shows how
accumulated images of new religions in pre-1945 Japan became absorbed into those of the immediate
postwar period. Given the lack of formal religious education in Japan, the media played an important role in
transmitting notions of acceptable behavior to the public. He goes on to characterize the leaders of these
groups as “celebrity gods,” demonstrating that the media, which were generally untrained in religious history
or ideas, chose to fashion them as “celebrities” whose antics deserved derision. While the prewar media had
presented other ky?s? as the antithesis of decent, moral citizens who stood in opposition to the aims of the
state, postwar media reports presented them primarily as unfit for democratic society.

Celebrity Gods delves into an under-studied era of religious history: the Allied Occupation and the postwar
period up to the early 1950s. It is an important interdisciplinary work that considers relations between
Japanese and Occupation bureaucracies and the groups in question, and uses primary source documents from
Occupation archives and interviews with media workers and members of religious groups. For observers of
postwar Japan, this research provides a roadmap to help understand issues relating to the Aum Shinriky?
affair of the 1990s.
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From reader reviews:

Leticia Nielson:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to
take a wander, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book allowed Celebrity Gods: New
Religions, Media, and Authority in Occupied Japan (Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and Culture)? Maybe
it is to become best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's
book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have various other
opinion?

Nora Carter:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read any
book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a publication. The book Celebrity Gods: New Religions, Media, and Authority in Occupied Japan
(Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and Culture) it is very good to read. There are a lot of people that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to
create this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your smart
phone. The price is not too costly but this book features high quality.

Robert Mundo:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your limited time to read it because all this time you only find publication that need more time
to be read. Celebrity Gods: New Religions, Media, and Authority in Occupied Japan (Nanzan Library of
Asian Religion and Culture) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have
those short time problems.

Karina McDermott:

A lot of e-book has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media. You
can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from
it. It is identified as of book Celebrity Gods: New Religions, Media, and Authority in Occupied Japan
(Nanzan Library of Asian Religion and Culture). You can include your knowledge by it. Without making the
printed book, it could add your knowledge and make a person happier to read. It is most essential that, you
must aware about publication. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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