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In this wide-ranging study Marina Scordilis Brownlee investigates the importance of the letter--often a
complex interplay of objectivity and subjectivity--in the establishment of novelistic discourse. She shows
how Ovid's Heroides explore the discourse of epistolarity in a way that exerted a lasting effect on Italian,
French, and Spanish works of the Middle Ages and Renaissance, especially on the fifteenth-century Spanish
novela sentimental, or "sentimental romance." Presenting this proto-novelistic form as a highly original
rewriting of Ovid, Brownlee demonstrates that its language model interrogates rather than affirms the
linguistic referentiality implied by romance. Whereas the ambiguity of the sign had been articulated in
fourteenth-century Spain (most notably by the Libro de buen amor), it is the fifteenth-century novela
sentimental that fully grasps the existentially, novelistically dire consequences of this ambiguity. And in the
process of deconstructing the referentiality that underlies romance, the novela sentimental reveals itself to be
a discursively essential step in the evolution of the modern novel.

Originally published in 1990.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These editions
preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback and
hardcover editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly
heritage found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Kelley:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book The Severed Word: Ovid's "Heroides" and the "Novela
Sentimental" (Princeton Legacy Library). You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book.
Given that we know about how is important a book The Severed Word: Ovid's "Heroides" and the "Novela
Sentimental" (Princeton Legacy Library). You can add understanding and of course you can around the
world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country
till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you can know
that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You can
utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Paul Holt:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material if you want something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have spare time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply because just
their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on jardín de infancia until university need this The Severed Word: Ovid's "Heroides" and the
"Novela Sentimental" (Princeton Legacy Library) to read.

David Robinson:

This The Severed Word: Ovid's "Heroides" and the "Novela Sentimental" (Princeton Legacy Library) book
is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading
this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting
deeper a person read a lot of information you will get. This kind of The Severed Word: Ovid's "Heroides"
and the "Novela Sentimental" (Princeton Legacy Library) without we understand teach the one who looking
at it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't always be worry The Severed Word: Ovid's "Heroides"
and the "Novela Sentimental" (Princeton Legacy Library) can bring any time you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even telephone.
This The Severed Word: Ovid's "Heroides" and the "Novela Sentimental" (Princeton Legacy Library) having
very good arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Monique Hightower:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this The Severed Word: Ovid's
"Heroides" and the "Novela Sentimental" (Princeton Legacy Library) reserve written by well-known writer
whose to say well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who read the book. Written
within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own



personal hunger then you still hesitation The Severed Word: Ovid's "Heroides" and the "Novela Sentimental"
(Princeton Legacy Library) as good book but not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't determine book by its cover, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to
another sixth sense.
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