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The epic clash of two American legends?their brutal war and a battle of ideas that defined America
after Reconstruction.

Oliver Otis Howard thought he was a man of destiny. Chosen to lead the Freedmen’s Bureau after the Civil
War, the Union Army general was entrusted with the era’s most crucial task: helping millions of former
slaves claim the rights of citizens. He was energized by the belief that abolition and Reconstruction, the
country’s great struggles for liberty and equality, were God’s plan for himself and the nation. To honor his
righteous commitment to a new American freedom, Howard University was named for him.

But as the nation’s politics curdled in the 1870s, General Howard exiled himself from Washington, D.C.,
rejoined the army, and was sent across the continent to command forces in the Pacific Northwest. Shattered
by Reconstruction’s collapse, he assumed a new mission: forcing Native Americans to become Christian
farmers on government reservations.

Howard’s plans for redemption in the West ran headlong into the resistance of Chief Joseph, a young Nez
Perce leader in northeastern Oregon who refused to leave his ancestral land. Claiming equal rights for Native
Americans, Joseph was determined to find his way to the center of American power and convince the
government to acknowledge his people’s humanity and capacity for citizenship. Although his words echoed
the very ideas about liberty and equality that Howard had championed during Reconstruction, in the summer
of 1877 the general and his troops ruthlessly pursued hundreds of Nez Perce families through the stark and
unforgiving Northern Rockies. An odyssey and a tragedy, their devastating war transfixed the nation and
immortalized Chief Joseph as a hero to generations of Americans.

Recreating the Nez Perce War through the voices of its survivors, Daniel J. Sharfstein’s visionary history of
the West casts Howard’s turn away from civil rights alongside the nation’s rejection of racial equality and
embrace of empire. The conflict becomes a pivotal struggle over who gets to claim the American dream: a
battle of ideas about the meaning of freedom and equality, the mechanics of American power, and the limits
of what the government can and should do for its people. The war that Howard and Joseph fought is one that
Americans continue to fight today.
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From reader reviews:

Milton Jones:

Here thing why this specific Thunder in the Mountains: Chief Joseph, Oliver Otis Howard, and the Nez
Perce War are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in
the content of the usb ports which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Thunder in the Mountains: Chief
Joseph, Oliver Otis Howard, and the Nez Perce War giving you information deeper and different ways, you
can find any guide out there but there is no publication that similar with Thunder in the Mountains: Chief
Joseph, Oliver Otis Howard, and the Nez Perce War. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your
current eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. It is
easy to bring everywhere like in park your car, café, or even in your technique home by train. In case you are
having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Thunder in the Mountains: Chief
Joseph, Oliver Otis Howard, and the Nez Perce War in e-book can be your option.

Tim Walton:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled Thunder in the Mountains: Chief Joseph, Oliver Otis
Howard, and the Nez Perce War can be excellent book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Wayne Queen:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specifically book entitled
Thunder in the Mountains: Chief Joseph, Oliver Otis Howard, and the Nez Perce War your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become
your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The Thunder in the Mountains: Chief Joseph, Oliver
Otis Howard, and the Nez Perce War giving you an additional experience more than blown away your brain
but also giving you useful info for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading through it,
like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?

Georgia Cunningham:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspapers, book,



and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book
that recommended for you is Thunder in the Mountains: Chief Joseph, Oliver Otis Howard, and the Nez
Perce War this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Typically the writer made some study when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book
ideal all of you.
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