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For over a hundred years, Venezuelans have referred to themselves as a café con leche (coffee with milk)
people. This colorful expression well describes the racial composition of Venezuelan society, in which
European, African, and Indian peoples have intermingled to produce a population in which almost everyone
is of mixed blood. It also expresses a popular belief that within their blended society Venezuelans have
achieved a racial democracy in which people of all races live free from prejudice and discrimination.
Whether or not historical facts actually support this popular perception is the question Winthrop Wright
explores in this study.

Wright's research suggests that, contrary to popular belief, blacks in Venezuela have not enjoyed the full
benefits of racial democracy. He finds that their status, even after the abolition of slavery in 1854, remained
low in the minds of Venezuelan elites, who idealized the European somatic type and viewed blacks as
inferior. Indeed, in an effort to whiten the population, Venezuelan elites promoted European immigration and
blocked the entry of blacks and Asians during the early twentieth century.

These attitudes remained in place until the 1940s, when the populist Acción Democrática party (AD)
challenged the elites' whitening policies. Since that time, blacks have made significant strides and have
gained considerable political power. But, as Wright reveals, other evidence suggests that most remain social
outcasts and have not accumulated significant wealth. The popular perception of racial harmony in
Venezuela hides the fact of ongoing discrimination.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Swafford:

Throughout other case, little people like to read book Cafe Con Leche: Race, Class and National Image in
Venezuela. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is
important the book Cafe Con Leche: Race, Class and National Image in Venezuela. You can add expertise
and of course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know
everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple factor
until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as searching by internet
device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's learn.

Joseph Navarro:

The book Cafe Con Leche: Race, Class and National Image in Venezuela can give more knowledge and also
the precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the great thing like a
book Cafe Con Leche: Race, Class and National Image in Venezuela? A number of you have a different
opinion about publication. But one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right
now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you can give for each other;
you are able to share all of these. Book Cafe Con Leche: Race, Class and National Image in Venezuela has
simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous
world by available and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Robert Rooks:

The e-book with title Cafe Con Leche: Race, Class and National Image in Venezuela includes a lot of
information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book. This particular book exist
new knowledge the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently.
That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This particular book will bring you
with new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read that
anywhere you want.

Debra Unger:

Many people spending their period by playing outside having friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Cafe Con Leche: Race, Class and
National Image in Venezuela which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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