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NPR Great Read of 2016

From the acclaimed author of Rip It Up and Start Again and Retromania—“the foremost popular music critic
of this era (Times Literary Supplement)—comes the definitive cultural history of glam and glitter rock,
celebrating its outlandish fashion and outrageous stars, including David Bowie and Alice Cooper, and
tracking its vibrant legacy in contemporary pop.

Spearheaded by David Bowie, Alice Cooper, T. Rex, and Roxy Music, glam rock reveled in artifice and
spectacle. Reacting against the hairy, denim-clad rock bands of the late Sixties, glam was the first true
teenage rampage of the new decade. In Shock and Awe, Simon Reynolds takes you on a wild cultural tour
through the early Seventies, a period packed with glitzy costumes and alien make-up, thrilling music and
larger-than-life personas.

Shock and Awe offers a fresh, in-depth look at the glam and glitter phenomenon, placing it the wider
Seventies context of social upheaval and political disillusion. It explores how artists like Lou Reed, New
York Dolls, and Queen broke with the hippie generation, celebrating illusion and artifice over truth and
authenticity. Probing the genre’s major themes—stardom, androgyny, image, decadence, fandom,
apocalypse—Reynolds tracks glam’s legacy as it unfolded in subsequent decades, from Eighties art-pop
icons like Kate Bush through to twenty-first century idols of outrage such as Lady Gaga. Shock and Awe
shows how the original glam artists’ obsessions with fame, extreme fashion, and theatrical excess continue to
reverberate through contemporary pop culture.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hollars:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important usually. The book Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its Legacy, from
the Seventies to the Twenty-first Century seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Shock and Awe: Glam
Rock and Its Legacy, from the Seventies to the Twenty-first Century is not only giving you considerably
more new information but also to become your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship using the book Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its
Legacy, from the Seventies to the Twenty-first Century. You never sense lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Perla Baxter:

The reason? Because this Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its Legacy, from the Seventies to the Twenty-first
Century is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it
will zap you with the secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have
write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique
but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever
again or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess
such as help improving your skill and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book?
If I were you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Geneva Ricks:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its
Legacy, from the Seventies to the Twenty-first Century guide written by well-known writer we are excited
for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good
manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own personal
hunger then you still doubt Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its Legacy, from the Seventies to the Twenty-
first Century as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that can
break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!?
Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth
sense.

Ronald Cleary:

That book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its Legacy, from
the Seventies to the Twenty-first Century was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know
that book Shock and Awe: Glam Rock and Its Legacy, from the Seventies to the Twenty-first Century has



many kinds or category. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can
read and believe you are the character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading that
will.
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