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In 1774 Mexico City leaders created the Mexico City Poor House—the centerpiece of a bold experiment
intended to eliminate poverty and impose a new work ethic on former beggars by establishing a forcible
internment policy for some and putting others to work. In Containing the Poor Silvia Marina Arrom tells the
saga of this ill-fated plan, showing how the asylum functioned primarily to educate white orphans instead of
suppressing mendicancy and exerting control over the multiracial community for whom it was designed.
For a nation that had traditionally regarded the needy as having the undisputed right to receive alms and
whose affluent citizens felt duty-bound to dispense them, the experiment was doomed from the start,
explains Arrom. She uses deep archival research to reveal that—much to policymakers’ dismay—the Poor
House became an orphanage largely because the government had underestimated the embeddedness of this
moral economy of begging. While tracing the course of an eventful century that also saw colonialism give
way to republicanism in Mexico, Arrom links the Poor House’s transformation with other societal factors as
well, such as Mexican women’s increasing impact on social welfare policies.
With poverty, begging, and homelessness still rampant in much of Latin America today, this study of
changing approaches to social welfare will be particularly valuable to student and scholars of Mexican and
Latin American society and history, as well as those engaged in the study of social and welfare policy.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Bennett:

Throughout other case, little folks like to read book Containing the Poor: The Mexico City Poor House,
1774–1871. You can choose the best book if you want reading a book. So long as we know about how is
important any book Containing the Poor: The Mexico City Poor House, 1774–1871. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will be known.
About simple thing until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can open a book or
perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Alejandro Jones:

The actual book Containing the Poor: The Mexico City Poor House, 1774–1871 has a lot info on it. So when
you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the very famous author.
This articles author makes some research just before write this book. This specific book very easy to read
you may get the point easily after looking over this book.

Patricia Gagliano:

Why? Because this Containing the Poor: The Mexico City Poor House, 1774–1871 is an unordinary book
that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will distress you with the secret
the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the
meaning entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book possess such as help improving your
proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Tammy Schuler:

This Containing the Poor: The Mexico City Poor House, 1774–1871 is great e-book for you because the
content that is certainly full of information for you who always deal with world and have to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great organize word or we can point out no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean
it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having Containing the Poor: The Mexico City Poor House, 1774–1871 in your hand like finding
the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no reserve that offer you world with
ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Heya Mr. and
Mrs. occupied do you still doubt which?
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