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Kevin Starr is the foremost chronicler of the California dream and indeed one of the finest narrative
historians writing today on any subject. The first two installments of his monumental cultural history,
"Americans and the California Dream," have been hailed as "mature, well-proportioned and marvelously
diverse (and diverting)" (The New York Times Book Review) and "rich in details and alive with interesting,
and sometimes incredible people" (Los Angeles Times). Now, in Material Dreams, Starr turns to one of the
most vibrant decades in the Golden State's history, the 1920s, when some two million Americans migrated to
California, the vast majority settling in or around Los Angeles.
In a lively and eminently readable narrative, Starr reveals how Los Angeles arose almost defiantly on a site
lacking many of the advantages required for urban development, creating itself out of sheer will, the Great
Gatsby of American cities. He describes how William Ellsworth Smyth, the Peter the Hermit of the Irrigation
Crusade, the self-educated, Irish engineer William Mulholland (who built the main aquaducts to Los
Angeles), and George Chaffey (who diverted the Colorado River, transforming desert into the lush Imperial
Valley) brought life-supporting water to the arid South. He examines the discovery of oil, the boosters and
land developers, the evangelists (such as Bob Shuler, the Methodist Savanarola of Los Angeles, and Aimee
Semple McPherson), and countless other colorful figures of the period. There are also fascinating sections on
the city's architecture the impact of the automobile on city planning, the Hollywood film community, the
L.A. literati, and much more.
By the end of the decade, Los Angeles had tripled in population and become the fifth largest city in the
nation. In Material Dreams, Starr captures this explosive growth in a narrative tour de force that combines
wide-ranging scholarship with captivating prose.
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From reader reviews:

Nakia Schultz:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to know everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. These are reading
whatever they consider because their hobby is actually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book when they found difficult problem or even
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Material Dreams: Southern California through the 1920s
(Americans and the California Dream).

Mike Gray:

This book untitled Material Dreams: Southern California through the 1920s (Americans and the California
Dream) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read
this reserve you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this book in the book retailer or you can
order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this
guide from your list.

Gail Cote:

This Material Dreams: Southern California through the 1920s (Americans and the California Dream) is great
reserve for you because the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and
also have to make decision every minute. This specific book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate
word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole
facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but challenging core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Material Dreams: Southern California through the
1920s (Americans and the California Dream) in your hand like finding the world in your arm, data in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no guide that offer you world throughout ten or fifteen second right but this
e-book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that
will?

Jeffrey Cooks:

You could spend your free time to learn this book this book. This Material Dreams: Southern California
through the 1920s (Americans and the California Dream) is simple to bring you can read it in the park, in the
beach, train and soon. If you did not include much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy
often the e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are
a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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