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Before the hydrogen bomb indelibly associated radioactivity with death, many chemists, physicians,
botanists, and geneticists believed that radium might hold the secret to life. Physicists and chemists early on
described the wondrous new element in lifelike terms such as “decay” and “half-life,” and made frequent
references to the “natural selection” and “evolution” of the elements. Meanwhile, biologists of the period
used radium in experiments aimed at elucidating some of the most basic phenomena of life, including
metabolism and mutation.

From the creation of half-living microbes in the test tube to charting the earliest histories of genetic
engineering, Radium and the Secret of Life highlights previously unknown interconnections between the
history of the early radioactive sciences and the sciences of heredity. Equating the transmutation of radium
with the biological transmutation of living species, biologists saw in metabolism and mutation properties that
reminded them of the new element. These initially provocative metaphoric links between radium and life
proved remarkably productive and ultimately led to key biological insights into the origin of life, the nature
of heredity, and the structure of the gene. Radium and the Secret of Life recovers a forgotten history of the
connections between radioactivity and the life sciences that existed long before the dawn of molecular
biology.
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From reader reviews:

Alyson Hardy:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Sure, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their particular
spare time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book entitled
Radium and the Secret of Life? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend
your time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have different opinion?

Amy Dixon:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the time or they will get
wide range of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the book you
have read is Radium and the Secret of Life.

Hallie Cathey:

You can obtain this Radium and the Secret of Life by look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or
reviewing it could possibly to be your solve issue if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
publication are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In
the modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your
problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your reserve. It is most important
to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.

Trevor Cianciolo:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something by book. Amount types of
books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is this Radium and the Secret of Life.
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