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The mingling of aristocrats and commoners in a southern French city, the jostling of foreigners in stock
markets across northern and western Europe, the club gatherings in Paris and London of genteel naturalists
busily distilling plants or making air pumps, the ritual fraternizing of "brothers" in privacy and even
secrecy—Margaret Jacob invokes all these examples in Strangers Nowhere in the World to provide glimpses
of the cosmopolitan ethos that gradually emerged over the course of the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries.

Jacob investigates what it was to be cosmopolitan in Europe during the early modern period. Then—as
now—being cosmopolitan meant the ability to experience people of different nations, creeds, and colors with
pleasure, curiosity, and interest. Yet such a definition did not come about automatically, nor could it always
be practiced easily by those who embraced its principles. Cosmopolites had to strike a delicate balance
between the transgressive and the subversive, the radical and the dangerous, the open-minded and the
libertine. Jacob traces the history of this precarious balancing act to illustrate how ideals about
cosmopolitanism were eventually transformed into lived experiences and practices. From the representatives
of the Inquisition who found the mixing of Catholics and Protestants and other types of "border crossing"
disruptive to their authority, to the struggles within urbane masonic lodges to open membership to Jews,
Jacob also charts the moments when the cosmopolitan impulse faltered.

Jacob pays particular attention to the impact of science and merchant life on the emergence of the
cosmopolitan ideal. In the decades after 1650, modern scientific practices coalesced and science became an
open enterprise. Experiments were witnessed in social settings of natural inquiry, congenial for the
inculcation of cosmopolitan mores. Similarly, the public venues of the stock exchanges brought strangers
and foreigners together in ways encouraging them to be cosmopolites. The amount of international and
global commerce increased greatly after 1700, and luxury tastes developed that valorized foreign patterns
and designs.

Drawing upon sources as various as Inquisition records and spy reports, minutes of scientific societies and
the writings of political revolutionaries, Strangers Nowhere in the World reveals a moment in European
history when an ideal of cultural openness came to seem strong enough to counter centuries of chauvinism
and xenophobia. Perhaps at no time since, Jacob cautions, has that cosmopolitan ideal seemed more fragile
and elusive than it is today.
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From reader reviews:

Monica Ceja:

The reason why? Because this Strangers Nowhere in the World: The Rise of Cosmopolitanism in Early
Modern Europe is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the item but latter
it will shock you with the secret it inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who all write the
book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but
still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of gains than the other book get such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will
go to the guide store hurriedly.

Karen Olden:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, such us novel, comics, and soon.
The Strangers Nowhere in the World: The Rise of Cosmopolitanism in Early Modern Europe provide you
with new experience in looking at a book.

Jack Unger:

Reserve is one of source of knowledge. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. By book Strangers Nowhere in the World: The Rise of Cosmopolitanism in Early Modern Europe we
can get more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? Being creative person must like to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life
with that book Strangers Nowhere in the World: The Rise of Cosmopolitanism in Early Modern Europe. You
can more pleasing than now.

Scott Reisinger:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the book Strangers Nowhere in the World: The Rise of
Cosmopolitanism in Early Modern Europe to make your personal reading is interesting. Your personal skill
of reading proficiency is developing when you similar to reading. Try to choose simple book to make you
enjoy to read it and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you
to like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the e-book Strangers Nowhere in the World: The Rise of



Cosmopolitanism in Early Modern Europe can to be your friend when you're sense alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of their time.
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