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Mathias Frisch provides the first sustained philosophical discussion of conceptual problems in classical
particle-field theories. Part of the book focuses on the problem of a satisfactory equation of motion for
charged particles interacting with electromagnetic fields. As Frisch shows, the standard equation of motion
results in a mathematically inconsistent theory, yet there is no fully consistent and conceptually
unproblematic alternative theory. Frisch describes in detail how the search for a fundamental equation of
motion is partly driven by pragmatic considerations (like simplicity and mathematical tractability) that can
override the aim for full consistency.

The book also offers a comprehensive review and criticism of both the physical and philosophical literature
on the temporal asymmetry exhibited by electromagnetic radiation fields, including Einstein's discussion of
the asymmetry and Wheeler and Feynman's influential absorber theory of radiation. Frisch argues that
attempts to derive the asymmetry from thermodynamic or cosmological considerations fail and proposes that
we should understand the asymmetry as due to a fundamental causal constraint.

The book's overarching philosophical thesis is that standard philosophical accounts that strictly identify
scientific theories with a mathematical formalism and a mapping function specifying the theory's ontology
are inadequate, since they permit neither inconsistent yet genuinely successful theories nor thick causal
notions to be part of fundamental physics.
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From reader reviews:

Erin Chretien:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and notice through
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yeah,
by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand up than other is high. To suit
your needs who want to start reading a new book, we give you this kind of Inconsistency, Asymmetry, and
Non-Locality: A Philosophical Investigation of Classical Electrodynamics (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy
of Science) book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Susan Padgett:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get great
deal of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not just a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, the actual book you
have read is actually Inconsistency, Asymmetry, and Non-Locality: A Philosophical Investigation of
Classical Electrodynamics (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Science).

Macie Tiffany:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and
soon. You can observe that now, a lot of publisher that print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you is Inconsistency, Asymmetry, and Non-Locality: A Philosophical Investigation of
Classical Electrodynamics (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Science) this reserve consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented just how can the world
has grown up. The words styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some study when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Felix Smith:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we want. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This reserve Inconsistency, Asymmetry, and Non-Locality: A Philosophical Investigation of
Classical Electrodynamics (Oxford Studies in the Philosophy of Science) was filled regarding science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has different feel



when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a
publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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