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When Rome defeated the forces of Antony and Cleopatra and annexed Egypt, the rule of the longest-lived of
the Hellenistic dynasties and one of the most illustrious in Egyptian history came to an end. For nearly three
hundred years, the Macedonian dynasty known as the Ptolemaic had controlled Egypt and its mixed
population of Egyptians, Greeks, Macedonians, and Jews. The founder of this dynasty, Ptolemy I (367-283/2
BC), was a boyhood friend and eventually personal bodyguard of Alexander the Great, who fought alongside
Alexander in the epic battles that toppled the Persian Empire, and brought about a Macedonian Empire
stretching from Greece to India.

After Alexander's death, his senior staff carved up his vast empire, with Ptolemy gaining control of Egypt.
There he built up his power base in Egypt, introduced administrative and economic reforms that made his
family fabulously wealthy, and by extending Egypt's possessions overseas founded an Egyptian Empire. In
addition to his political and military prowess, Ptolemy was an intellectual, who patronized the mathematician
Euclid, wrote an important account of Alexander's campaign in Asia, and established the famous Library and
Museum at Alexandria, which were the cultural heart of the entire Hellenistic Age. Ptolemy ruled Egypt until
he died of natural causes in his early eighties.

Ian Worthington's Ptolemy I--the first full-length biography of its kind in English--traces the life of Ptolemy
from his boyhood to his reign as king and pharaoh of Egypt. Throughout, he highlights the achievements that
profoundly shaped both Egypt's history and that of the early Hellenistic world. He argues that Ptolemy was
by far the greatest of Alexander's Successors, and that he was a conscious imperialist who even boldly
attempted to seize Greece and Macedonia, and be a second Alexander.
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From reader reviews:

Kim Bartlett:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book allowed Ptolemy I: King and
Pharaoh of Egypt? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time
with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Elaine Bell:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or facts even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know which one you should start with. This Ptolemy I: King and Pharaoh of
Egypt is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Molly Edwards:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or go to the outside with them friends and family or
their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a reserve. The book Ptolemy I: King and Pharaoh of Egypt it is very good to read. There are a lot
of people who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your
smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book has high quality.

Ray Shippee:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't
work here is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer may be Ptolemy I: King and Pharaoh of Egypt why because the
wonderful cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content
will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.
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