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Who are we? Where did we come from and where are we going? What is the meaning of life and death? Can
we abolish death and live forever? These "big" questions of human nature and human destiny have boggled
humanity's best minds for centuries. But they assumed a particular urgency and saliency in 1920s Russia, just
as the country was emerging from nearly a decade of continuous warfare, political turmoil, persistent famine,
and deadly epidemics, generating an enormous variety of fantastic social, scientific, and literary experiments
that sought to answer these "perpetual" existential questions. This book investigates the interplay between
actual (scientific) and fictional (literary) experiments that manipulated sex gonads in animals and humans,
searched for "rays of life" froze and thawed butterflies and bats, kept alive severed dog heads, and produced
various tissue extracts (hormones), all fostering a powerful image of "science that conquers death."
Revolutionary Experiments explores the intersection between social and scientific revolutions, documenting
the rapid growth of science's funding, institutions, personnel, public resonance, and cultural authority in the
aftermath of the 1917 Bolshevik Revolution. It examines why and how biomedical sciences came to occupy
such a prominent place in the stories of numerous litterateurs and in the culture and society of post-
revolutionary Russia more generally. Nikolai Krementsov argues that the collective, though not necessarily
coordinated, efforts of scientists, their Bolshevik patrons, and their literary fans/critics effectively
transformed specialized knowledge generated by experimental biomedical research into an influential
cultural resource that facilitated the establishment of large specialized institutions, inspired numerous
science-fiction stories, displaced religious beliefs, and gave the millennia-old dream of immortality new
forms and new meanings in Bolshevik Russia.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Clute:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Revolutionary Experiments: The Quest for Immortality in
Bolshevik Science and Fiction. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. So long as we
know about how is important any book Revolutionary Experiments: The Quest for Immortality in Bolshevik
Science and Fiction. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world with a book.
Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country right up until
foreign or abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you can know that. In this
era, we could open a book or searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel
bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Barbera Champ:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of several ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative. When you
studying a book especially hype book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the characters do it
anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this Revolutionary
Experiments: The Quest for Immortality in Bolshevik Science and Fiction, it is possible to tells your family,
friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Lorraine Paisley:

The reserve with title Revolutionary Experiments: The Quest for Immortality in Bolshevik Science and
Fiction includes a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of gain after read this book.
This specific book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of
the world now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you inside new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so
you can read this anywhere you want.

Carl Terrell:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Make an effort to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its
protect may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not
as fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer can be Revolutionary Experiments: The
Quest for Immortality in Bolshevik Science and Fiction why because the fantastic cover that make you
consider about the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually fantastic as the
outside or maybe cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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