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This is the epic saga of the American automobile industry's rise and demise, a compelling story of hubris,
denial, missed opportunities, and self-inflicted wounds that culminates with the president of the United
States ushering two of Detroit's Big Three car companies—once proud symbols of prosperity—through
bankruptcy. The cost to American taxpayers topped $100 billion—enough to buy every car and truck sold in
America in the first half of 2009. With unprecedented access, Pulitzer Prize winner Paul Ingrassia takes us
from factory floors to small-town dealerships to Detroit's boardrooms to the inner sanctums of the White
House. He reveals why President Barack Obama personally decided to save Chrysler when many of his
advisors opposed the idea. Ingrassia provides the dramatic story behind Obama's dismissal of General
Motors CEO Rick Wagoner and the angry reaction from GM's board—the same people who had watched
idly while the company plunged into penury.

    In Crash Course, Ingrassia answers the big questions: Was Detroit's self-destruction inevitable? What
were the key turning points? Why did Japanese automakers manage American workers better than the
American companies themselves did? He also describes dysfunctional corporate cultures (even as GM's
market share plunged, the company continued business as usual) and Detroit's perverse system of "inverse
layoffs" (which allowed union members to invoke seniority to avoid work). Along the way we meet Detroit's
frustrated reformers and witness the wrenching decisions that Ford executives had to make to avoid GM's
fate.

Informed by Ingrassia's twenty-five years of experience covering the auto industry for The Wall Street
Journal, and showing an appreciation for Detroit's profound influence on our country's society and culture,
Crash Course is a uniquely American and deeply instructive story, one not to be missed.
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From reader reviews:

Lawrence Rector:

Reading a book being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book you
can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, due to the fact
book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that
you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The
Crash Course: The American Automobile Industry's Road from Glory to Disaster offer you a new experience
in studying a book.

Stephan Partin:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity having family or just watching
TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do you
think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Crash Course: The
American Automobile Industry's Road from Glory to Disaster which is keeping the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's view.

Edna Kissel:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people likes
studying, not only science book but novel and Crash Course: The American Automobile Industry's Road
from Glory to Disaster as well as others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the
fantastic a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or maybe
students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside science
book, any other book likes Crash Course: The American Automobile Industry's Road from Glory to Disaster
to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like here.

James Donofrio:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also
you know that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update with regards to
something by book. Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is
niagra Crash Course: The American Automobile Industry's Road from Glory to Disaster.
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