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“Thereis no world of thought that is not aworld of language,” Walter Benjamin remarked, “and one only
sees in the world what is preconditioned by language.” In this book, Samuel Weber, aleading theorist on
literature and media, reveals a new and productive aspect of Benjamin’s thought by focusing on alittle-
discussed stylistic trait in his formulation of concepts.

Weber’sfocus is the critical suffix “-ability” that Benjamin so tellingly deploysin hiswork. The “-ability”
(-barkeit, in German) of concepts and literary forms traverses the whole of Benjamin’s oeuvre, from
“impartibility” and “criticizability” through the well-known formulations of “citability,” “trandlatability,”
and, most famously, the “reproducibility” of “The Work of Art in the Age of Its Technological
Reproducibility.” Nouns formed with this suffix, Weber points out, refer to a possibility or potentiality, to a
capacity rather than an existing reality. Thisinsight allows for a consistent and enlightening reading of
Benjamin’s writings.

Weber first situates Benjamin’s engagement with the “-ability” of various concepts in the context of his
entire corpus and in relation to the philosophical tradition, from Kant to Derrida. Subsequent chapters deepen
the implications of the use of this suffix in awide variety of contexts, including Benjamin’s Trauer spiel
book, hisrelation to Carl Schmitt, and areading of Wagner’s Ring. The result is an illuminating perspective
on Benjamin’ s thought by way of hislanguage—and one of the most penetrating and comprehensive
accounts of Benjamin’s work ever written.
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From reader reviews:
James Conner:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Y ep, you can
choose the suitabl e activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take ago
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book titled Benjamin's -
abilities? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. Y ou recognize beside you can spend your time together
with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Paul McKinney:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students because they are still students or it for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't desire do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Benjamin's -ahilities. All
type of book would you see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Laurel Ramer:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into alife style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what
kind of reserve you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you
want feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the
Benjamin's -abilitiesis kind of e-book which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Alisa Gordon:

Does one one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its deal with may doesn't work
thisis difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic asin the outside
seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Benjamin's -abilities why because the excellent cover that make you
consider with regards to the content will not disappoint you actually. Theinside or content is fantastic as the
outside aswell as cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.
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