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'A masterpiece.' - E. M. Forster

'[A] strange, sinister, and unforgettable story.' - Manchester Guardian

'Forrest Reid has . . . beautiful, rhythmical prose, a true and permanent voice.' - John McGahern

'None of our contemporaries can describe childhood and youth as truly as he does.' - V. S. Pritchett

When Following Darkness first appeared in 1912, critics did not know what to make of it. Sentimental
novels of childhood and adolescence were popular in the Victorian and Edwardian eras, but here was
something completely new in English fiction, a book that explored a teenager's thoughts and emotions with
unflinching honesty. One leading critic denounced the novel's protagonist Peter Waring as a 'subject for the
pathologist rather than the novelist,' an 'evil' character who 'unutterably disgusts', and the book's allusions to
Peter's sexual awakening and his rejection of Christ disturbed contemporary readers.

Following Darkness is the story of sixteen-year-old Peter's conflict with his staunchly religious father, whose
religion and values Peter rejects with contempt, his burgeoning friendship with Owen Gill, and his growing
passion for Katherine Dale. With keen psychological insight, Reid creates in Peter a complex and fascinating
character: morally ambiguous, deeply flawed, snobbish, conceited and selfish, yet ultimately sympathetic.
Acclaimed as a masterpiece by E.M. Forster and a possible influence on Joyce's A Portrait of the Artist as a
Young Man (1916), Following Darkness was unlike any novel that had preceded it, and it remains one of
Forrest Reid's most interesting works. This first-ever republication of the novel includes a new introduction
by Andrew Doyle.
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From reader reviews:

Alan Levin:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book Following Darkness (20th Century). You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important the book
Following Darkness (20th Century). You can add information and of course you can around the world with a
book. Absolutely right, because from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or
abroad you may be known. About simple point until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era,
we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when
you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

James Goodman:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Following Darkness (20th
Century) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine
all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world a great deal better then how they
react toward the world. It can't be said constantly that reading routine only for the geeky particular person
but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading through as
your good habit, you could pick Following Darkness (20th Century) become your personal starter.

David Fulton:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Following Darkness (20th
Century) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your
free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these books have than the
others?

Alva Stephenson:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the library or to
make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's heart or real their
passion. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this Following Darkness (20th Century) can make you sense more interested to read.
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