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'If it is granted that the successful destruction of the target would warrant the possible expenditure of the
entire force...' So wrote Major General Lewis Brereton, the US Ninth Air Force commander in the Middle
East, as the planners contemplated the options of a high or low level attack on the oil refineries at Ploesti in
Rumania. If this source of 40 per cent of Germany's oil could be eliminated, it would deal a vital bodyblow
to the Third Reich's ability to wage war, and a surprise attack by heavy B-24 Liberators flying at tree-top
height was considered the best method of achieving success. Three bomb groups from the Eighth Air Force
based in Britain flew out to join two groups of the Ninth already in North Africa, the combined force of 179
aircraft destined to carry out the first massed low-level heavy bomber mission in history. The Ploesti Raid
took place on Sunday, August 1, 1943 and, but for a navigational error which put the leading formation on a
course away from the target, the operation might have resulted in the destruction of the seven chosen targets.
However, by the time the mistake was realised, the defences were on the alert and over 20 Liberators were
brought down in and around Ploesti. A further 35 aircraft were lost. Although the operation resulted in the
award of five Medals of Honor - America's highest decoration for bravery - the cost was high: 308 airmen
lost their lives and 208 were taken prisoner or interned. Out of the 1,753 men who are known to have set out
on the mission, a total of 516 had failed to return.
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From reader reviews:

Grace Moreno:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading practice give you
lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one with
theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. Typically the The Ploesti Raid Through the Lens is kind of
book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Cesar Ford:

The particular book The Ploesti Raid Through the Lens will bring someone to the new experience of reading
any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to see, this
book very appropriate to you. The book The Ploesti Raid Through the Lens is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Carol Ton:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends
and family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply
read you can spent 24 hours a day to reading a publication. The book The Ploesti Raid Through the Lens it is
very good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book
offers high quality.

Maureen Smiley:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That The Ploesti Raid Through the Lens can give
you a lot of good friends because by you looking at this one book you have issue that they don't and make a
person more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you to be
great persons. So , why hesitate? We should have The Ploesti Raid Through the Lens.
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