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“This is a story about the war against disease—a war without end—and the development of
enormously important vaccines, but in telling that story, in showing how science works, Meredith
Wadman reveals much more. I loved this book.”
—John M. Barry, New York Times bestselling author of The Great Influenza

The epic and controversial story of a major breakthrough in cell biology that led to the conquest of
rubella and other devastating diseases.
 
Until the late 1960s, tens of thousands of American children suffered crippling birth defects if their mothers
had been exposed to rubella, popularly known as German measles, while pregnant; there was no vaccine and
little understanding of how the disease devastated fetuses. In June 1962, a young biologist in Philadelphia,
using tissue extracted from an aborted fetus from Sweden, produced safe, clean cells that allowed the
creation of vaccines against rubella and other common childhood diseases. Two years later, in the midst of a
devastating German measles epidemic, his colleague developed the vaccine that would one day wipe out
homegrown rubella. The rubella vaccine and others made with those fetal cells have protected more than 150
million people in the United States, the vast majority of them preschoolers. The new cells and the method of
making them also led to vaccines that have protected billions of people around the world from polio, rabies,
chicken pox, measles, hepatitis A, shingles and adenovirus.
 
Meredith Wadman’s masterful account recovers not only the science of this urgent race, but also the political
roadblocks that nearly stopped the scientists. She describes the terrible dilemmas of pregnant women
exposed to German measles and recounts testing on infants, prisoners, orphans, and the intellectually
disabled, which was common in the era. These events take place at the dawn of the battle over using human
fetal tissue in research, during the arrival of big commerce in campus labs, and as huge changes take place in
the laws and practices governing who “owns” research cells and the profits made from biological inventions.
It is also the story of yet one more unrecognized woman whose cells have been used to save countless lives.
 
With another frightening virus imperiling pregnant women on the rise today, no medical story could have
more human drama, impact, or urgency today than The Vaccine Race.
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From reader reviews:

John Long:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the book entitled The Vaccine Race: Science, Politics, and the Human Costs of
Defeating Disease. Try to make the book The Vaccine Race: Science, Politics, and the Human Costs of
Defeating Disease as your good friend. It means that it can to get your friend when you feel alone and beside
regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make new experience
along with knowledge with this book.

Nola Schroeder:

Here thing why this specific The Vaccine Race: Science, Politics, and the Human Costs of Defeating Disease
are different and reputable to be yours. First of all looking at a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content of the usb ports which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. The Vaccine Race: Science,
Politics, and the Human Costs of Defeating Disease giving you information deeper as different ways, you
can find any book out there but there is no e-book that similar with The Vaccine Race: Science, Politics, and
the Human Costs of Defeating Disease. It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes
about the thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can
easily bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having
difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Vaccine Race: Science, Politics, and the
Human Costs of Defeating Disease in e-book can be your alternate.

Matthew Thompson:

The e-book untitled The Vaccine Race: Science, Politics, and the Human Costs of Defeating Disease is the
e-book that recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown
to you. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was
did a lot of analysis when write the book, hence the information that they share for your requirements is
absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of The Vaccine Race: Science, Politics, and the Human
Costs of Defeating Disease from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Corinna Edwards:

The Vaccine Race: Science, Politics, and the Human Costs of Defeating Disease can be one of your
beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing The Vaccine Race: Science, Politics, and the Human Costs of Defeating Disease



however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource details
that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
thinking.
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