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Beating Goliath examines the phenomenon of victories by the weak over the strong—more specifically,
insurgencies that succeeded against great powers. Jeffrey Record reviews eleven insurgent wars from 1775 to
the present and determines why the seemingly weaker side won. He concludes that external assistance
correlates more consistently with insurgent success than any other explanation. He does not disparage the
critical importance of will, strategy, and strong-side regime type or suggest that external assistance
guarantees success. Indeed, in all cases, some combination of these factors is usually present. But Record
finds few if any cases of unassisted insurgent victories except against the most decrepit regimes.

Having identified the ingredients of insurgent success, Record examines the present insurgency in Iraq and
whether the United States can win. In so doing, Record employs a comparative analysis of the Vietnam War
and the Iraq War. He also identifies and assesses the influence of distinctive features of the American way of
war on the U.S. forces’ performance against the Iraqi insurgency.

Make no mistake: insurgent victories are the exception, not the rule. But when David does beat Goliath, the
consequences can be earth shattering and change the course of history. Jeffrey Record’s persuasive logic and
clear writing make this timely book a must read for scholars, policymakers, military strategists, and anyone
interested in the Iraq War’s outcome.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Copeland:

The book Beating Goliath: Why Insurgencies Win can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book Beating
Goliath: Why Insurgencies Win? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which
book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could share all of these.
Book Beating Goliath: Why Insurgencies Win has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a e-book. So it is very
wonderful.

Aimee Nguyen:

Do you among people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on guys this
particular aren't like that. This Beating Goliath: Why Insurgencies Win book is readable by simply you who
hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience
without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with Beating
Goliath: Why Insurgencies Win content conveys the idea easily to understand by many individuals. The
printed and e-book are not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Beating Goliath: Why Insurgencies Win is not loveable to be your top checklist
reading book?

Anthony Brown:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Try and pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside appear likes.
Maybe you answer can be Beating Goliath: Why Insurgencies Win why because the wonderful cover that
make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content is definitely
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick up this book.

Jason Cook:

A number of people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book Beating Goliath: Why Insurgencies
Win to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading expertise is developing when
you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the idea about
book and reading especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to available a book and study it. Beside
that the e-book Beating Goliath: Why Insurgencies Win can to be your brand-new friend when you're sense
alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of the time.
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