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In 1880 a young medical student named Arthur Conan Doyle embarked upon the “first real outstanding
adventure” of his life, taking a berth as ship’s surgeon on an Arctic whaler, the Hope. The voyage took him
to unknown regions, showered him with dramatic and unexpected experiences, and plunged him into
dangerous work on the ice floes of the Arctic seas. He tested himself, overcame the hardships, and, as he
wrote later, “came of age at 80 degrees north latitude.”

Conan Doyle’s time in the Arctic provided powerful fuel for his growing ambitions as a writer. With a ghost
story set in the Arctic wastes that he wrote shortly after his return, he established himself as a promising
young writer. A subsequent magazine article laying out possible routes to the North Pole won him the
respect of Arctic explorers. And he would call upon his shipboard experiences many times in the adventures
of Sherlock Holmes, who was introduced in 1887’s A Study in Scarlet.
 
Out of sight for more than a century was a diary that Conan Doyle kept while aboard the whaler. Dangerous
Work: Diary of an Arctic Adventure makes this account available for the first time in a beautiful facsimile
edition that reproduces Conan Doyle’s notebook pages in his own elegant hand, accompanied by his copious
illustrations. With humor and grace, Conan Doyle provides a vivid account of a long-vanished way of life at
sea. His careful detailing of the experience of arctic whaling is equal parts fascinating and alarming,
revealing the dark workings of the later days of the British whaling industry. In addition to the facsimile and
annotated transcript of the diary, the volume contains photographs of the Hope, its captain, and a young
Conan Doyle on deck with its officers; two nonfiction pieces by Doyle about his experiences; and two of his
tales inspired by the journey.
 
To the end of his life, Conan Doyle would look back on this experience with awe: “You stand on the very
brink of the unknown,” he declared, “and every duck that you shoot bears pebbles in its gizzard which come
from a land which the maps know not. It was a strange and fascinating chapter of my life.” Only now can the
legion of Conan Doyle fans read and enjoy that chapter.

A special limited, numbered edition of the clothbound book is also available. In addition, a text-only e-book
edition is published as Dangerous Work: Diary of an Arctic Adventure, Text-only Edition.
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From reader reviews:

Joan Burton:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider
any time those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is appropriate to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Dangerous Work: Diary of an Arctic Adventure as your
daily resource information.

Rose Ibarra:

The guide untitled Dangerous Work: Diary of an Arctic Adventure is the reserve that recommended to you to
see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of study when
write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also will
get the e-book of Dangerous Work: Diary of an Arctic Adventure from the publisher to make you much
more enjoy free time.

Cheryl Waller:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but also novel and Dangerous Work: Diary of an Arctic Adventure as well as
others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel wish to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping
them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Dangerous
Work: Diary of an Arctic Adventure to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Kari Annis:

E-book is one of source of information. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world.
From the book Dangerous Work: Diary of an Arctic Adventure we can consider more advantage. Don't one
to be creative people? Being creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that
appropriate with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this book Dangerous Work: Diary of
an Arctic Adventure. You can more appealing than now.
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