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Spanning 400 years of musical drama, from the late Renaissance and including such classical masters as
Verdi, Puccini, and Bizet, this is the complete visual guidebook to the great operas, their composers and
performance history.

"Packed into every page of this book is the excitement of discovery, knowledge, taste and visual beauty. In
some way, it all gives the reader the illusion of being at an actual performance." -- Placido Domingo

"Opera is a beautiful guide for opera enthusiasts as well as the perfect welcome for converts to this ancient
rite. It offers today's and tomorrow's audiences a delightful 'navigation system' along an avenue that leads
from Monteverdi to Bob Wilson. -- Stephane Lissner, Director of the Teatro alla Scala

"Richly illustrated and beautifully written, this book captures the art, lyricism, passion and excitement of
opera through the ages. It is an ideal companion for opera newcomers and devotees alike." -- Daniel
Barenboim

"This guide is essential for serious opera buffs and newcomers alike. From basic explanations of the history
of opera to details of classic scores - all told in a witty, conversational tone and accompanied by hundreds of
full-color photos - Alan Riding and Leslie Dunton-Downer prove themselves, in this engaging account, to be
eyewitness companions with clear vision." -- Peter Gelb, General Manager of the Metropolitan Opera

"I am delighted to recommend this book to anyone who is, or thinks they may be, interested in opera. It is
wonderfully illustrated and contains just the right amount of information on each composer and an insight
into their operas. It's the kind of book to place on your coffee table to enjoy when you have a quiet moment.
My guess is that your coffee consumption will increase!" -- Bryn Terfel
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From reader reviews:

Stewart Ramirez:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. You can know everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important thing to bring us around
the world. Alongside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Eyewitness Companions:
Opera (Eyewitness Companion Guides) will make you to become smarter. You can feel more confidence if
you can know about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading any book make you
bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or
appropriate book with you?

Fern Barron:

The book Eyewitness Companions: Opera (Eyewitness Companion Guides) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave a good thing like a book Eyewitness
Companions: Opera (Eyewitness Companion Guides)? A few of you have a different opinion about book.
But one aim that will book can give many details for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with
the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you may give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book Eyewitness Companions: Opera (Eyewitness Companion Guides) has simple shape but you know: it
has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it
is very wonderful.

Lowell Seymour:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know those books
have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By the book
Eyewitness Companions: Opera (Eyewitness Companion Guides) we can acquire more advantage. Don't you
to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Only choose the best book that
acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this time book Eyewitness
Companions: Opera (Eyewitness Companion Guides). You can more desirable than now.

Pamela Postma:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when they
get a half elements of the book. You can choose the book Eyewitness Companions: Opera (Eyewitness
Companion Guides) to make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to study it and
mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to
open up a book and learn it. Beside that the publication Eyewitness Companions: Opera (Eyewitness
Companion Guides) can to be a newly purchased friend when you're feel alone and confuse in what must



you're doing of the time.
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