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Including among their number a signer of the Declaration of Independence and the founder of an ironworks,
the Livingstons were a prominent family in the political, economic, and social life of colonial New York.
Drawing on a rich array of sources, Cynthia Kierner vividly recreates the history of four generations of
Livingstons and sheds new light on the development of both the elite ideology they represented and of the
wider culture of early America.

Although New York's colonial elite have been considered self-interested political intriguers, Kierner
contends that the Livingstons idealized gentility and public-spiritedness, industry and morality. She shows
how New York's most successful traders became gentlefolk without abandoning their entrepreneurial values,
how they forged a distinct culture, and how the Revolution ultimately occasioned the rejection of elite
political authority.

Traders and Gentlefolk focuses on the lives of four members of the family: Robert Livingston, a Scottish
emigrant who, with his wife Alida Schuyler, attained substantial political influence and acquired Livingston
Manor; their son Philip, whose outstanding commercial talents secured his descendants' financial security;
Philip's son, William, an outspoken civic leader and energetic supporter of American independence; and
Robert R. Livingston, a jurist and diplomat whose aristocratic temperament prevented him from playing a
vital role in post-Revolutionary politics.
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From reader reviews:

Carmen Fields:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense happy
read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Traders and Gentlefolk: The
Livingstons of New York, 1675-1790 is kind of book which is giving the reader unstable experience.

Donna Miller:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be consider while
those information which is inside the former life are challenging be find than now is taking seriously which
one would work to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable resource then
you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of those possibilities will not
happen in you if you take Traders and Gentlefolk: The Livingstons of New York, 1675-1790 as the daily
resource information.

Jennifer Dillon:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Attempt to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't judge book by its handle may
doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer could be Traders and Gentlefolk: The Livingstons of New
York, 1675-1790 why because the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not
disappoint you. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly guide you to pick up this book.

Ruby Pritchett:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source in which filled
update of news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an
individual. From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book,
fresh and comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just looking for the Traders and Gentlefolk: The Livingstons of New York, 1675-1790 when
you essential it?
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